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® A and & —Both of the words are modal verbs. 7% means "
while & means "want". 72 is more polite than & in its usage.
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would like to",

@ tA7% —iA17 and F=id are often translated as "know" in English, but they

ure quite different in Chinese. #2i& means
“having a knowledge of something" while I

 pep R oL AAAIAME,

’ 1A 1 is used for recognising or identifying | don't know him. (personally)

eople, characters and roads. :
s RFaEi R EEA,
| know he is English.

For example:

@ —.,& )L —Some Chinese words have an additional character /LU added to
them, especially in spoken language. However JL doesn't form an independent
syllable. It is usually pronounced as an "r" ending to the syllable in front of it.

In some cases, it
distinguishes the
meaning of words.

For example:

iX (zhe) means "this" iX )L(zher) means "here"
#i(nd) means "that" #J)L(nar) means "there”

In spoken English, the — in —,& )L is usually omitted. Thus it is common to
hear %2 %L.% JLik 5 or 1'1\,&"%. LA 2

@ HEAK23T(M3K) —I don't play (tennis) very well. When X is used in a
negative sentence, it is similar to &, but less strong in emphasis.

® Additional tone changes — — is pronounced with a first tone on its own, but
it becomes a fourth tone when it precedes a first tone, a second tone or a third
tone syllable (e.g., yi zhi, yi pdn, yi bén). Like 1~, — becomes a second tone
when it precedes a fourth tone syllable (e.g., y/ ge).

324 HI3R Cultural Note

“RX” Z#3% /) The Fascinating Character X

X is an ideographic character that reflects the way the ancient =
Chinese viewed the relationship between human beings and the sky
(Heaven) above. The character implies "The highest" , and it means
both "sky" and "gods". X is formed by a horizontal line on top of the
character % which shows a person with arms fully outstretched horizontally. Therefore
X% is a world above human beings and is thus holy and mysterious.




