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tai+ Grammar Notes

-48 and —Both ofthe words are modalverbs. 28. means “wouldlike to",while 3 means "want". #2is morepolite than & inits usage.
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® GR —iGR and #23 are often translated as "know" in English, but they

are quite different in Chinese. ##%@ means For example:

 

 

 
“having a knowledge of something" while

ae Cm ‘ £7 %, Pevo.se
UK is used for recognising or identifying geOAelfRee)

eople, characters and roads.
al eyeeae

1 knowheis English.

 

@ —,%& JL —SomeChinese words have an additional character )L added to

them, especially in spoken language. However JL doesn't form an independent

syllable.It is usually pronounced as an "r" ending to the syllable in frontofit.

     In some cases,it

distinguishes the

meaning of words.

For example:

Preceeea
rNCateye uty: UTLa

In spoken English, the — in —.%JL is pe omitted. Thusit is commonto

hear AAGLILIAor 1K A008LAS

     

  

Pac | meee eee
AS )L(ndr) means"there"

  

@ RRK441(FF)|don't play (tennis) very well. When X is used in a

negative sentence,it is similar to #K, but less strong in emphasis.

© Additional tone changes — — is pronounced with a first tone on its own, but

it becomesa fourth tone whenit precedesa first tone, a second toneora third

tone syllable (e.g., yi zh7, yi pan, yi bén). Like 4, —— becomesa second tone

whenit precedesa fourth tonesyllable (e.g., y/ gé).

37445042 Cultural Note

 
“XK.” #45)% 7 The Fascinating Character K

% is an ideographic characterthat reflects the way the ancient |

Chinese viewedthe relationship between humanbeings. and the sky —

(Heaven) above. The character implies "The highest" , and it means

both "sky" and "gods". % is formed by a horizontalline on top of the

character X which showsa person with armsfully outstretched horizontally. Therefore

& is a world above humanbeings andis thus holy and mysterious.
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