
UK Visas and Immigration is an operational command of the Home Office

Address

Tel 
Web 

Date XX XXX XXXX

Dear (Student name)
Ref: UKVI XX\XXXXXX

Your application for a United Kingdom (UK) visa (vignette) has been successful. 

This letter is not permission to travel to the UK.

What this means for you
Before you can travel to the UK, you will need to collect your visa from the visa application 
centre, or if you have purchased a courier return service, wait until you have received your 
visa. Please do not attempt to travel to the UK until you have your visa.

We will contact you when your visa is ready to collect from the visa application centre 
where you submitted your application.

Please do not visit the visa application centre until you are contacted.

This notice explains that, when you arrive in the UK, you will have permission to be in the 
UK (known as permission to enter) as STUDENT from  XX XXX XXXX until XX XXX 
XXXX.

Your passport/travel document contains a short-term entry clearance visa, which allows 
you to travel to the UK. This visa is valid for 90 days. If you do not travel to the UK before 
your 90-day visa expires you will need to apply and pay to transfer your visa. You can find 
out more about transferring a visa and make an application on https://www.gov.uk/
transfer-visa.

UK Visas & Immigration, Home Office

https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gov.uk%2Ftransfer-visa&data=05%7C01%7CSarah.Scott11%40homeoffice.gov.uk%7C85e9aca6dc9345bbde2c08da804dfc01%7Cf24d93ecb2914192a08af182245945c2%7C0%7C0%7C637963369663618144%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=ByN4AsuFe7LioO3sktMN0i49PXWMaeXBW4p6%2FNT8Up0%3D&reserved=0
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gov.uk%2Ftransfer-visa&data=05%7C01%7CSarah.Scott11%40homeoffice.gov.uk%7C85e9aca6dc9345bbde2c08da804dfc01%7Cf24d93ecb2914192a08af182245945c2%7C0%7C0%7C637963369663618144%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=ByN4AsuFe7LioO3sktMN0i49PXWMaeXBW4p6%2FNT8Up0%3D&reserved=0
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Next steps
Your biometric residence permit
You will have to collect your biometric residence permit (BRP) when you arrive in the UK. 
Your BRP is evidence of your permission to enter and stay in the UK. For more information 
about the BRP, please visit https://www.gov.uk/brp

You must collect your BRP before your vignette expires or within 10 days of arriving in the 
UK, whichever is the later.  

You must collect your BRP from (Collection Address)

Your BRP card will be available for collection two weeks from the date of issue of your 
visa.

When you collect your BRP you must take your passport/travel document containing the 
vignette. You must also bring this with you as it will help the staff to locate your BRP 
quickly. If your collection point is at a Post Office, you can find out more at: 
https://www.postoffice.co.uk

Collecting your BRP at a Post Office 
If you are under 18 years old and will be collecting your BRP at a Post Office it is very 
important that you read the section ‘Can children collect their own BRP?’ in the ‘Guidance 
notes’ document https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/biometric-residence-permits-
overseas-applicant-and-sponsor-information before going to the Post Office. 

You must be accompanied by a “Responsible Adult”, or you will not be allowed to collect 
your BRP. Your parent or legal guardian can be your Responsible Adult but only if they are 
collecting their own BRP at the same time. In all other cases the adult who will accompany 
you must be approved in advance by the Home Office, even if they are your parent or 
legal guardian.  

It will take at least a week to process a request to approve someone as a Responsible 
Adult, so apply as early as you can. 

Other information about your BRP 
If you fail to collect your BRP in time, you may be subject to a financial penalty or a 
reduction or cancellation of your permission.

If you leave the UK again without collecting your BRP, you may experience delays at the 
border upon your return, while further checks are made.

If your BRP expires on 31 December 2024
All BRPs now expire on or before 31 December 2024. You do not need to tell us if your 
BRP expires on 31 December 2024 and your permission to enter or stay in the UK has 
been granted for a longer period. UKVI will update their information on the GOV.UK 
website to tell you what you need to do in early 2024. 

You do not need to do anything now, and your immigration status will not be affected.

https://www.gov.uk/brp
https://www.postoffice.co.uk/
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/biometric-residence-permits-overseas-applicant-and-sponsor-information
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/biometric-residence-permits-overseas-applicant-and-sponsor-information
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The expiry of the BRP card before the expiry of your permission does not change your 
entitlement to work, access services or benefits, or travel.

Sharing information about your permission to stay in the UK (your immigration 
status) 
Employers, landlords in England or other organisations may need to check your 
immigration status, for example, to check whether you are allowed to work, 
rent somewhere to live or access public services. 

You must use our online services to prove your right to work at https://www.gov.uk/prove-
right-to-work or prove your right to rent at https://www.gov.uk/prove-right-to-rent. You can 
use this service to share information with employers or landlords.

You will need to select the option to share your information and will then be given a share 
code to give to them. This share code will give them time-limited access to view your right 
to rent, or right to work. You’ll also need to give them your date of birth, to prove they have 
your permission to check your information.

If there is an error on your BRP
If you think something is wrong on your BRP, such as your name, sex, or it was damaged 
when you received it, you should let us know.

You only have 14 days from the date of receiving your BRP to let us know about an error. 
Otherwise you may have to apply and pay for a replacement.

Information on how to let us know can be found at: https://www.gov.uk/biometric-
residence-permits/report-problem

If you have a BRP from a previous grant of permission
If you already hold a BRP from a previous grant of permission, or you were issued with a 
replacement, you must now return it to the Home Office as it is no longer valid.  

The BRP card should be cut into quarters and posted (in a windowless plain envelope) to 
BRP Returns, P.O. Box 195, Bristol, BS20 1BT. You may have to pay a penalty of up to 
£1,000 if you fail to return an invalid BRP.

If your information or circumstances change
If your information or circumstances change you may need to tell us.  You can find out 
what changes you should tell us about and how to do so at: https://www.gov.uk/change-
circumstances-visa-brp

Travelling out of the UK
You should not book travel outside of the UK until you receive your BRP.  Doing so may 
mean that you fail to receive your BRP and that puts you at risk of being unable to prove 
that you have permission to stay in the UK and being refused re-entry.

When your permission to stay ends
If you want to stay in the UK after your current permission ends you must make a new 
application for permission to stay before your current permission ends.  We recommend 
you apply no more than 28 days before your current permission ends.  

Details of how to do this can be found on the GOV.UK website. 

Additional information

https://www.gov.uk/prove-right-to-work
https://www.gov.uk/prove-right-to-work
https://www.gov.uk/prove-right-to-rent
https://www.gov.uk/biometric-residence-permits/report-problem.
https://www.gov.uk/biometric-residence-permits/report-problem.
https://www.gov.uk/change-circumstances-visa-brp
https://www.gov.uk/change-circumstances-visa-brp


If you have been granted permission to enter the UK as a Skilled Worker, International 
Sportsperson or Minister of Religion, your National Insurance Number (NINo) will appear 
in the remarks on the reverse of your BRP, so there is no need for you or your employer to 
make a separate application to the Department for Work and Pensions to obtain one. You 
can find more information about the National Insurance Number at: www.gov.uk/national-
insurance

Routes to settlement in the UK
Where you have been granted 33 months entry clearance under Appendix FM, the 
endorsement on your vignette will tell you the basis on which you have been granted 
permission under the Rules. That will also help you to identify when you are likely to be 
able to apply for settlement (assuming that you continue to meet the relevant 
requirements):

Standard endorsement
Where the endorsement on your vignette includes the phrase ‘standard’ it means that you 
are currently on a 5-year route to settlement. 

If you continue to meet the requirements and make the appropriate applications for further 
permission to stay, you are likely to be eligible to apply for settlement in 5 years.

Non-standard endorsement
Where the endorsement on your vignette includes the phrase:

 (Non-Standard 1) – because you satisfy the requirements of paragraph GEN.3.1. of
Appendix FM; or

 (Non-Standard 2) – because you satisfy the requirements of paragraph GEN.3.2. of
Appendix FM;

it means that you are currently on a 10-year route to settlement. 

If you continue to meet the requirements and make the appropriate applications for further 
permission to stay, you are likely to be eligible to apply for settlement in 10 years. 

If you are later able to meet the requirements and make an appropriate application, you 
can switch to start a 5-year route. However, time spent on the 10-year route will not be 
counted towards it.

Further guidance on routes to settlement under Appendix FM can be found at: Family of 
people settled or coming to settle (immigration staff guidance) - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk)

http://www.gov.uk/national-insurance
http://www.gov.uk/national-insurance
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/family-of-people-settled-or-coming-to-settle-modernised-guidance
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/family-of-people-settled-or-coming-to-settle-modernised-guidance



