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While you are waiting: what is plagiarism? Please 
share your thoughts and definitions in the chat.

Welcome to the session!

• Please use the chat to say hi and let us know which department 
you are from

• Please keep your microphone and video switched off. If you 
have any questions, please ask them in the chat or use the raise 
hand button

Plagiarism and 
Unfair Means
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Plagiarism and Unfair Means
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What is
plagiarism?
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 Plagiarism: The act of using another person’s words 
or ideas without giving credit to that person. 

What is
plagiarism?
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 Plagiarism: The act of using another person’s words 
or ideas without giving credit to that person. 

“
                                                                 ”

       
Merriam-Webster Dictionary

What is
plagiarism?
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“For the first time in human history, our vision of 
empowering every person on the planet to share 
in the sum of all knowledge is within reach.”

Eric Moeller, “Wikipedia Zero and Net Neutrality: 
Protecting the Internet as a Public Space”, 

Wikimedia Blog, 1 August 2014

Information
overload
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overload
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• Copying and pasting
• Buying an essay online
• Colluding with other students
• Patch-writing

*

What is
plagiarism?
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• Copying and pasting
• Buying an essay online
• Colluding with other students
• Patch-writing
• Paraphrasing?
• Summarising?
• Common knowledge?

*

What is
plagiarism?
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Plagiarism can be:

*

Intentional:
● Passing off someone 

else’s ideas as your 
own

Unintentional:
● Incorrect referencing 

of sources
● Forgetting to include 

full citations

What is
plagiarism?
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Academic
communication

● You build your own ideas 
on a foundation of 
existing knowledge

● Referenced sources are 
your building blocks

● Your bibliography 
provides a blueprint for 
your reader
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Knowledge-building in an academic 
community

*

Academic
communication

● Without references and a 
bibliography, your 
structure becomes 
unstable

● Your reader won’t be able 
to understand how you 
have built it
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There are several ways to avoid plagiarism:

1. Summarising: providing a brief overview of the main ideas in 
one or more sources 

2. Paraphrasing: explaining an idea or concept from a source into 
your own words

3. Direct quoting: using the exact words of the original in quotation 
marks together with your analysis and/or explanation

Academic
communication
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There are several ways to avoid plagiarism:

1. Summarising: providing a brief overview of the main ideas in 
one or more sources 

2. Paraphrasing: explaining an idea or concept from a source into 
your own words

3. Direct quoting: using the exact words of the original in quotation 
marks together with your analysis and/or explanation

The aim is to demonstrate that you have not only read, but also 
understood and interpreted the source(s)!

Academic
communication
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Turnitin checks for plagiarism: 
This is to check that you haven’t copied and 

pasted someone else’s work into your assignment

BooksJournal 
articles

Other student work 
(past and present)

Your own work 
(self-plagiarism)

Online 
sources

What is 
Turnitin?
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Turnitin checks for plagiarism: 
This is to check that you haven’t copied and 

pasted someone else’s work into your assignment

Percentage match with 
other sources

BooksJournal 
articles

Other student work 
(past and present)

A similarity/originality report is produced

Highlights matching 
texts

Your own work 
(self-plagiarism)

Online 
sources

What is 
Turnitin?
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https://vle.dmu.ac.uk/dmu_common/HelpFiles/bb9TrainingStudents01/blac
kboard/refresh/turnitin/aboutturnitinoriginalityreport_r17.html 

What is 
Turnitin?

https://vle.dmu.ac.uk/dmu_common/HelpFiles/bb9TrainingStudents01/blackboard/refresh/turnitin/aboutturnitinoriginalityreport_r17.html
https://vle.dmu.ac.uk/dmu_common/HelpFiles/bb9TrainingStudents01/blackboard/refresh/turnitin/aboutturnitinoriginalityreport_r17.html
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Get familiar with your department’s 
referencing style
● Check your department’s preferred style 

here
● The more reading you do, the more familiar 

that style will become

● Be consistent! Apply the style in the same 
way throughout your work

Top Tips

1

https://www.sheffield.ac.uk/library/study/research-skills/departmentalreferencing


© The University of Sheffield

Use citation tools
● Make your life easier by generating your 

citations automatically:

● But don’t forget to check them - the citation 
tools sometimes get them wrong!

Top Tips

2
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Keep good records of EVERYTHING you 
read!
● It is much much easier to do it as you go 

rather than trying to remember later on!

● Keep a google doc or spreadsheet of your 
reading…

● ...or use reference management software:

Top Tips

3

https://www.sheffield.ac.uk/library/refmant/refmant
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301 Academic 
Skills Workshops

Sessions to support your 
academic work:
● Academic Writing Overview
● Paraphrasing and Using 

Academic Sources
● Writing a Literature Review
● Reading and Note-Taking 

Techniques
● And many more!

For more information visit: www.sheffield.ac.uk/ssid/301

http://www.sheffield.ac.uk/ssid/study-skills
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301 Study Skills 
Online

Digital resources to support 
your learning including:
● Information, strategies, tips 

and ideas
● Print downloads and 

resources
● Videos and interactive 

content
● Mini courses

For more information visit: www.sheffield.ac.uk/ssid/301

http://www.sheffield.ac.uk/ssid/study-skills
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University of Sheffield 
Library

Online resources and training 
including:
● Understanding Plagiarism 

tutorial
● Referencing and Plagiarism: 

an introduction
● Preventing Plagiarism and 

Reference Management
● And lots more!

For more information visit: 
www.sheffield.ac.uk/library/study/research-skills/index 

https://www.sheffield.ac.uk/library/study/research-skills/index
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Not sure where 
to start?

Level Up Your Skills

Pathways to support the transition 
to your level of study:

● Take an academic skills audit to 
self-assess your skills 

● Access a package of resources 
and develop your priority skills

● Reflect on your progress and 
gain an Academic Skills 
Certificate

For more information visit: 
www.sheffield.ac.uk/ssid/ 
study-skills 

http://www.sheffield.ac.uk/ssid/study-skills
http://www.sheffield.ac.uk/ssid/study-skills
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How to stay 
in touch…

● By telephone: 0114 222 9744

● By email: 301@sheffield.ac.uk 
● Follow us on Twitter: @301skills
● Sign up for our newsletter

Please drop in and visit us 
at 301 Glossop Road, 
opposite the entrance to 
Bar One

mailto:301@sheffield.ac.uk
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSe8uOCajRb2kGMtjtcoiYhGuZwL6cUhZOAKk_tAT_I0GHUjBg/viewform
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What is
plagiarism?

Any questions?


