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“This marvelous book brings together the story of C,, in the words
of many of those who played an important role in the work. The very
well-written introduction by Nobel Laureate Harold Kroto brings a
clear perspective to the whole story showing how the works of the
contributors fit together. Altogether, this is a wonderful window into
the very human thoughts of scientists at all levels as they pursue
their dreams.”

Prof. Robert F. Curl
Nobel Laureate

This compendium of accounts reveals the unique perspectives of many
scientists who made major contributions to the Nobel Prize-winning
discovery of C,, buckminsterfullerene but who have not previously
published personal accounts. The introduction attempts to provide
a rational framework for understanding how this discovery came
about and how firmly it rested on earlier technical breakthroughs
and how important were the contributions of researchers who were
young students at the time. In addition to these accounts, most of
the key publications are also reprinted. More than anything else, this
book gives an in-depth overview of how important cross-disciplinary
advances from laboratory synthesis, molecular spectroscopy, radio-
astronomy, stellar chemistry, and cluster chemistry were in the
discovery. Indeed, the story shows not only how major breakthroughs
are often impossible to predict but also that the discovery is a perfect
example of the value of fundamental science and why it must continue
to be supported.

Sir Harold (Harry) Walter Kroto, FRS, is the British chemist who
shared the 1996 Nobel Prize in Chemistry with Robert Curl and
Richard Smalley. Kroto is the Francis Eppes Professor of Chemistry at
the Florida State University, which he joined in 2004. Prior to that, he
spent a large part of his career at the University of Sussex, where he
now holds an emeritus professorship.
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