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	1
	Programme Title
	Nursing Studies

	2
	Programme Code
	NURU100 (Part-time)

	3
	JACS Code
	B700

	4
	Level of Study
	Undergraduate

	5a
	Final Qualification
	Bachelor of Medical Science with Honours (BMedSci Hons)

	5b
	QAA FHEQ Level
	Honours

	6
	Intermediate Qualification(s)
	None

	7
	Teaching Institution (if not Sheffield)
	Not applicable

	8
	Faculty
	Medicine, Dentistry & Health

	9
	Department
	School of Nursing and Midwifery

	10
	Other Department(s) involved in teaching the programme
	None

	11
	Mode(s) of Attendance
	Part-time or Full-time

	12
	Duration of the Programme
	For students who hold an Advanced Diploma in Nursing Studies: 52 weeks part-time
For students who hold a Diploma in Nursing Studies, either: two years Part-time, or one year Full-time

	13
	Accrediting Professional or Statutory Body
	None

	14
	Date of production/revision
	February 2017, revised March 2018


15. Background to the programme and subject area

	In view of ongoing changes to the pre-registration programmes both nationally and locally, this programme was developed to provide a flexible route through which nurses entering the programme with different academic credit could complete their studies to degree level. Additionally, the programme offers a variety of options for progress through the modules required so that employment and other demands can be better accommodated by the student, for example some of the learning outcomes may be achieved through the use of an independent learning package.
This programme was also developed in response to national strategies for the continuing education of Nurses, Midwives and Health Visitors as defined by the Department of Health and professional statutory bodies. These strategies sought to establish knowledgeable, analytical nurse practitioners, responsible for the development of their own practice who function as change agents in modern health care. A major way in which professionals can do this is by exercising a range of core professional skills common to all health care practitioners. This programme of learning is intended to develop the students’ professional knowledge base and cognitive, analytical skills to the level consistent with that of an Honours Degree.

This programme is delivered by the School of Nursing and Midwifery and provides a reflective theoretical framework for the development of professional practice. Students have already achieved professional registration and are ready to build on their developing experience. This is achieved by facilitation of the process of critical reflection through which the complex relationship between theory and experience is explored. The programme aims to develop within the nurse practitioner a range of cognitive skills that are representative of a reflective autonomous practitioner.

This programme is offered to students who have successfully accrued either 60 credits at Level 3 through completion of an Advanced Diploma in Nursing Studies (Adult, Mental Health, Learning Disabilities and Child Branch) or 120 credits at Level 2 through completion of a Diploma in Nursing Studies (also any branch) at the same or another institution. Students with an Advanced Diploma in Nursing Studies who wish to register for this programme must do so within two years of their award.

The School is a highly active academic research institution and in a recent national audit of this area (Research Assessment Exercise) was rated in the top ten UK school of nursing. This research expertise is also utilised in the high quality of academic tutorial support provided for students throughout the programme, particularly during the dissertation module.

All curricula developed within the school demonstrate a commitment to evidence based education.

The School also provides an extensive range of educational programmes for staff within 14 Trust Hospitals. As such, all of our students benefit from a wide-ranging choice when extending their studies: students nearing the end of their undergraduate programme are particularly interested in the rich variety of postgraduate opportunities available through both Masters and Doctoral programmes. Further details on all programmes provided by the School of Nursing and Midwifery may be obtained from http://www.sheffield.ac.uk/snm


16. Programme aims

	The aims of the programme are to:

1. enable practitioners to use theories from a range of disciplines in order to consider the complexities and dilemmas of professional nursing practice.

2. enable practitioners to develop critical reflectivity in the consideration of best care practices, educational and organisational strategies.

3. enable practitioners to critically evaluate the contribution of contemporary theories to the development of quality care within their sphere of practice.


17. Programme learning outcomes

	4. Students holding a Diploma in Nursing Studies must achieve all learning outcomes listed below.

5. Students holding an Advanced Diploma in Nursing Studies from the University of Sheffield and whose initial registration was prior to the session 2000-2001 must achieve learning outcomes K1, K8, S1, S2 and S3.

6. Students holding an Advanced Diploma in Nursing Studies and whose initial registration was for the session 2000-2001 onwards must achieve all outcomes relevant to any chosen module(s) to the value of 20 Level 3 credits and in addition, must achieve learning outcomes K8, S1, S2 and S3.


	Knowledge and understanding: Having successfully completed the programme, students will be able to:

	K1
	critically evaluate a body of research and analyse the complexities of implementing research findings in contemporary health care practice.

	K2
	critically evaluate current information management practice, utilise electronic systems and contribute to future developments in information systems for healthcare.

	K3
	critically evaluate the implications of ethical and legal issues within the sphere of health care practice.

	K4
	critically evaluate the contribution of educational theory to the management of professional development in the clinical setting.

	K5
	critically evaluate the application of theoretical concepts to the practitioner’s role in health promotion.

	K6
	critically evaluate the application of management theory and strategies to the role of the health care professional.

	K7
	critically evaluate the application of contemporary nursing theory to the improvement of care provision and delivery.

	K8
	critically evaluate a substantive body or research and other literature through sustained argument whilst evaluating its relevance to clinical practice.


	Skills and other attributes: Having successfully completed the programme, students will be able to:

	S1
	demonstrate skills in literature searching.

	S2
	demonstrate skills in writing for publication.

	S3
	demonstrate skills in collecting evidence for dissemination in practice.


18. Teaching, learning and assessment

	Development of the learning outcomes is promoted through the following teaching and learning methods:

Lectures and seminars. These are often integrated where students are provided with a keynote lecture supported by visual aids followed by a (small) group learning exercise. A student-led seminar then presents the results of the exercise and explores issues in relation to clinical practice.

Projects. These are used particularly during the informatics module where students focus on the way in which different clinical areas utilise informatics.

IT lab sessions. Here much of the learning material will be available via the university’s network and supplemented by links to material on the World Wide Web. These provide the student with hands on experience accessing and using healthcare databases for evidence based practice.
Problem Based Learning. Here the lecturer adopts the role of facilitator promoting learning through semi structured and structured experiential exercises.

Independent Learning. There is a specific independent learning package available to students during the Research module only. This is for those who cannot attend the 6 taught study days or prefer to study at a distance, and is also available on WebCT. Support is provided through personal tutorials. Throughout other modules students are offered optional structured exercises with supporting resources. Here the emphasis is on promoting confidence, independence and a spirit of inquiry. To this end students are also encouraged to form study groups with others who have shared interests. Independent learning is also facilitated by the provision of a Web Course Tool that includes the student’s handbook, easy access to the library and other literature sources. In addition, the Web Course Tool has a small number of successful assignments and access to a course calendar that includes information on sessions, session aims, submission dates and results dates. Information provided by visual aids during the taught sessions is also available.

Debates. These are particularly utilised during the law and ethics module where they enable the student to further develop the ability to advance a critical evidence based argument.

Individual Tutorials. These are provided by an academic supervisor who also has a pastoral role. Their aim is to broaden the student’s knowledge and understanding of the module they are undertaking and critically evaluate the application of the material to their sphere of practice. These also facilitate the development of independent learning skills as well as confidence and progress in academic writing. For the dissertation module students are matched with an academic supervisor who has special interest in the field chosen by the student.


	Opportunities to demonstrate achievement of the learning outcomes are provided through the following assessment methods:

For students who hold a Diploma in Nursing Studies: all learning outcomes must be achieved:

Learning outcomes K2-K7 each require the submission of a summative assignment. Learning outcome K1 requires a summative assignment. Individual titles are negotiated with the module leaders. Learning outcome K8,S1, S2 and S3 requires the production of a dissertation, a systematic research critique of a body of nursing literature related to a practice topic of the student’s own choice.

Students who hold an Advanced Diploma in Nursing Studies from the University of Sheffield and whose initial registration was prior to the session 2000-2001: learning outcomes K1 and K8 must be achieved. Learning outcome K1 requires a summative assignment. An individual title is negotiated with the module leader. Learning outcome K8, S1, S2 and S3 is assessed through the production of a dissertation, a systematic research critique of a body of nursing literature related to a practice topic of the student’s own choice.

Students who hold an Advanced Diploma in Nursing Studies and whose initial registration was for the session 2000-2001 onwards: these students choose any of the modules available in the School of Nursing and Midwifery to the value of 20 credits. All outcomes relating to the chosen module(s) must be achieved. A 20 credit module will require the production of a piece of written work. In addition to this, students must achieve learning outcome K8, S1, S2 and S3 through the production of a dissertation, a systematic research critique of a body of nursing literature related to a practice topic of the student’s own choice.

All students are supported during the programme through regular individual tutorial opportunities with either the module lecturer or an appointed dissertation supervisor.


19. Reference points

	The learning outcomes have been developed to reflect the following points of reference:

Subject Benchmark Statements

http://www.qaa.ac.uk/AssuringStandardsAndQuality/subject-guidance/Pages/Subject-benchmark-statements.aspx
Framework for Higher Education Qualifications (2008)
http://www.qaa.ac.uk/Publications/InformationAndGuidance/Pages/The-framework-for-higher-education-qualifications-in-England-Wales-and-Northern-Ireland.aspx
University Strategic Plan

http://www.sheffield.ac.uk/strategicplan
Learning and Teaching Strategy (2016-21)
http://www.sheffield.ac.uk/als/strategy
The Quality Assurance Agency for Higher Education, URL; http://www.qaa.org.uk
Shifting The Balance of Power, The Next Steps. Department of Health

Delivering the NHS Plan (July 2002) Department of Health, URL: http://webarchive.nationalarchives.gov.uk/+/www.dh.gov.uk/en/publicationsandstatistics/publications/annualreports/browsable/DH_5277178
Priorities and Planning Framework 2003-2006. Improvement, expansion and reform. Department of Health. URL: http://webarchive.nationalarchives.gov.uk/20040405042150/publications.doh.gov.uk/planning2003-2006/index.htm


20. Programme structure and regulations

	Students who hold a Diploma in Nursing Studies:

Part time students study four modules over two semesters in each of the two academic years. This is based on a one day a week attendance. Full time students study eight modules over two semesters over one academic year based on a two day a week attendance.

The following shows the sequence of modules for part time students:

Year 1
Semester 1
Year 1

Semester 2

Research Appreciation and Application.

20 credits

Law and Ethics

10 credits

Health Informatics

10 credits

Teaching

10 credits

Year 2

Semester 1

Year 2

Semester 2

Health Promotion

10 credits

Nursing Theory

10 credits

Management

10 credits

Dissertation

40 credits

Full time students take four modules in their first semester: Research Appreciation and Application, Health Informatics, Health Promotion and Management. In semester two a further four modules are taken: Law and ethics, Teaching, Nursing Theory and the Dissertation.

Students who hold an Advanced Diploma in Nursing Studies from the University of Sheffield and whose initial registration was prior to the session 2000-20001 complete the programme part time over 52 weeks as follows:

Research Appreciation and Application

20 credits

Dissertation

40 credits

The Research module is available in a non-taught format through the completion of an independent learning package and tutorial support.

Students who hold an Advanced Diploma in Nursing Studies from the University of Sheffield and whose initial registration was for the session 2000-2001 onwards do not undertake the Research Appreciation and Application module since it is included in that award. Instead they may choose any module(s) within the School of Nursing and Midwifery to the value of 20 Level 3 credits. Students may therefore choose from a vast range of other modules including those that have a specialist and/or clinical focus. This is then followed by a dissertation (40 credits).

	Detailed information about the structure of programmes, regulations concerning assessment and progression and descriptions of individual modules are published in the University Calendar available on-line at http://www.sheffield.ac.uk/calendar/.


21. Student development over the course of study
	Progression through the individual modules:

All students progress through one or more individual modules followed by a dissertation module. Progression through individual modules is facilitated through one to one or group tutorials with the module leader. These facilitate the reflective process thereby enabling the student to demonstrate achievement of the outcomes.
Progression through the programme is not dependent on successful completion of individual modules although all modules must be successfully completed prior to the end of the programme in accordance with the regulations for non-invigilated examinations.

Progression through the dissertation module:

During the two semesters of the dissertation students are given support and academic guidance through individual student focused tutorials. These rely on the students’ self-determination and commitment to learning. An academic supervisor is identified who has a special interest in the student’s chosen field of study. The production of a dissertation for final summative assessment reflects the student’s ability to self-direct and to manage learning time effectively.

Students who hold a Diploma in Nursing Studies progress through seven individual modules and a dissertation.

Module Title

Credit (all Level 3)

Research Appreciation and Application

20

Health Informatics

10

Law and Ethics

10

Nursing Theory

10

Health Promotion

10

Teaching in Clinical Practice

10

Management in Nursing

10

Dissertation

40

Part time students study four modules in year one followed by three modules and a dissertation in year two. Full time students study seven modules and a dissertation in one year.

Students who hold an Advanced Diploma in Nursing Studies from the University of Sheffield and whose initial registration was prior to the session 2000-20001 undergo the Research module and a dissertation module over a total of 52 weeks. Students undergoing the Research module through completion of the independent learning package receive individual academic support from the module lecturer.

Students who hold an Advanced Diploma in Nursing Studies and whose initial registration was for the session 2000-20001 onwards choose any of the modules offered by the School of Nursing and Midwifery whose value or cumulative value is 20 credits (Level 3). The choice available is extensive and includes clinical and specialist care modules relevant to practitioners in all branches of nursing. This is followed by the dissertation.

Students who have successfully completed their pre-registration award in Sheffield are allocated a personal teacher from that pre-registration programme. This is highly valued by both students and academic supervisors for the continuity that it provides for the students’ academic progress


22. Criteria for admission to the programme

	Detailed information regarding admission to the programme is available at http://www.shef.ac.uk/prospective/
A person may be admitted as a candidate who is registered on the appropriate part of the Professional Register and who holds either (i) 120 credits at Level 1 and 120 credits at Level 2 obtained in the University or in other institutions; or (ii) the Advanced Diploma in Nursing Studies.

A candidate admitted under Regulation (i) shall undertake a programme of study for not less than one year full-time or not more than two years part-time.

A candidate admitted under Regulation (ii) shall commence the programme of study within two years of the award of the Advanced Diploma in Nursing Studies and shall pursue a programme of one year part-time study.


23. Additional information

	Please view the School Web page on http://www.shef.ac.uk/snm/

	This specification represents a concise statement about the main features of the programme and should be considered alongside other sources of information provided by the teaching department(s) and the University. In addition to programme specific information, further information about studying at The University of Sheffield can be accessed via our Student Services web site at http://www.shef.ac.uk/ssid.
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