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	1
	Programme Title
	Early Childhood Education

	2
	Programme Code
	EDUT081

	3
	JACS Code
	X300

	4
	Level of Study
	Postgraduate

	5a
	Final Qualification
	Master of Arts (MA)

	5b
	QAA FHEQ Level
	7

	6a
	Intermediate Qualification(s)
	Postgraduate Diploma (PGDip), Postgraduate Certificate (PGCert)

	6b
	QAA FHEQ Level
	7

	7
	Teaching Institution (if not Sheffield)
	Not applicable

	8
	Faculty
	Social Sciences

	9
	Department
	School of Education

	10
	Other Departments involved in teaching the programme
	None

	11
	Mode(s) of Attendance
	Distance learning

	12
	Duration of the Programme
	2 years

	13
	Accrediting Professional or Statutory Body
	Not applicable

	14
	Date of production/revision
	November 2017


15. Background to the programme and subject area
	The MA in Early Childhood Education is a unique, internationally renowned programme which has been running successfully since 1998.  The MA is designed for individuals who wish to develop a critical understanding of early childhood education including early years’ practitioners, FE and HE lecturers, teachers, voluntary and independent providers, advisors, inspectors and managers working in areas relevant to early childhood. The programme offers students both the flexibility of studying from anywhere and at any time with the added opportunity to meet fellow students and share experiences at the three weekend study schools.  We welcome applications from UK and internationally-based candidates.  The two-year programme is delivered through distance learning experiences and through attendance at three study schools.  The course covers a broad range of issues and debates relating to learning, pedagogy and curriculum in early childhood education. Students have opportunities to critically reflect on practice, on current policy, and address theory and research relevant to their interests.  The programme content draws upon contemporary research in the School of Education that can be explored on our website: https://www.sheffield.ac.uk/education


16. Programme aims
	The programme aims to:
1. Develop students’ critical understanding of how research, theory, policy and practice intersect within the context of early childhood education in general and within their own professional and cultural contexts;
2. Promote critical reflection and evaluation of learning, pedagogy and curriculum in early childhood education in relation to global contexts and within the local contexts of students’ professional roles, needs and interests;
3. Develop students’ ability to conduct rigorous practice-based research or policy analysis, and to disseminate their work as appropriate.


17. Programme learning outcomes
	Knowledge and understanding:

	Candidates for PG Cert will have developed the learning outcomes associated with the acquisition of any 60 credits from those available. Candidates for MA and PG Dip will have developed:

	K1
	Critical evaluation of theoretical perspectives of learning, teaching and pedagogy in early childhood education.

	K2
	Familiarity with the impact of policy and research on early childhood education.

	K3
	Critical awareness of global and local issues in pedagogy, curriculum and assessment in the context of early childhood education.

	K4
	Critical awareness of the broad global contexts in which early childhood education is situated, linking education, family, and community perspectives.

	K5
	Critical understanding of dimensions of professional knowledge and leadership within a specified context.

	K6
	Sound knowledge and critical understanding of some of the main methodologies and methods of educational enquiry, including ethical considerations.

	In addition, candidates for MA will have developed:

	K7
	Sound knowledge and critical understanding of literature, policy, and their own research data, synthesising their learning in the context of  professional practice.


	Skills and other attributes:

	In addition to the skills presented below, please refer to the reference point: The Sheffield Graduate Attributes. Candidates for PG Cert will have developed the learning outcomes associated with the acquisition of any 60 credits from those available. Candidates for MA and PG Dip will have developed:

	S1
	Competent application of appropriate technologies to retrieve/evaluate/analyse  information and carry out literature searches.

	S2
	The skills required to identify, review and critically appraise literature,  reflecting contemporary issues in early childhood education.

	S3
	The skills required to identify, address and critically analyse complex subject matter, issues or questions and use evidence to understand and explore innovative approaches to problems.

	S4
	Effective written and oral communication skills to demonstrate knowledge, understanding, reflection and analysis to a range of audiences.

	In addition, candidates for MA will have developed:

	S5
	advanced skills in using, and potentially developing, the research methodologies required to complete a substantial independent study in a specific area of early childhood education


18. Teaching, learning and assessment
	Development of the learning outcomes is promoted through the following teaching and learning methods:
Online collaboration and interaction. This element extends opportunities to work collaboratively within the learning community established during the face-to-face study schools. Online technologies such as Padlet (https://padlet.com), Linoit (http://en.linoit.com) and MOLE-based discussion boards offer rich and varied opportunities for students to co-construct learning through collaboration and interaction. Such experiences not only facilitate discussion, reflection and analysis, but also act as opportunities for students to work collaboratively to develop learning materials and resources for independent study. The focus, objectives and rationale for collaborative learning experiences will reflect module content and students’ current learning priorities and requirements (K1, K2, K3, K4, K5, K6, K7, S1, S2, S3, S4, S5).  The majority of collaborative learning experiences will be of an asynchronous nature, to reflect the fact that students live in different time zones. However, synchronous learning opportunities will be available at key points through the programme in the form of Google Hangouts and webinars (detailed in the module specifications). Where appropriate – and where technology allows - these synchronous learning sessions will be recorded and made available as a learning resource on MOLE. The role of the tutor will take various forms within online collaborative/interactive learning activities, including that of facilitator, moderator, or participant.
Study schools. There are three study schools in the MA programme, which run from Friday to Sunday. The first study school takes place at the beginning of the programme. A key objective of the first study weekend is to establish a sense of learning community, in which students have formal and informal opportunities to share their personal and professional situations and to consider the diverse contexts in which early childhood education is situated (K3, K4). As such, the diversity of student experiences, knowledge and skills is promoted as an important learning resource from the onset of the programme. Study school 1 includes taught lectures to enhance knowledge and understanding of early childhood education (K1, K2, K3, K4, K5), workshops to develop study skills, including those required for distance learning (S1, S2, S4) and student-led seminars (K1, K2, K3, K4, K5/ S2, S4). Study school 2 takes place in year 1, semester 2 and provides opportunities to build the learning community of students and tutors. The programme includes lectures, workshops and seminars focusing upon research methodology and methods (K6, S3) as well as workshops and tutorials to enhance study skills (S1, S2, S3, S4). Study school 3 takes place before students begin to work on the independent study for their dissertation. The 3rd   study school builds upon students’ learning throughout the programme and places emphasis upon the application of knowledge and skills in educational research. The programme of lectures, workshops and student-led seminars enables students to consider the application of knowledge, understanding and skills to their own research project (K5, K6, K7, S2, S3, S4, S5).
Independent study. Independent study is a central and ongoing component of the programme which is planned to connect with other teaching and learning methods through planned and focused prompts/mediation/guidance from the programme tutors. The programme’s online learning environment (MOLE) comprises a bespoke range of learning materials which have been developed to facilitate and guide independent study for distance learners. These materials include online reading materials, prompts and cues for critical analysis and reflection, video presentations, links to relevant information on the School of Education’s website (e.g. research blogs; research reports) (K1, K2, K3, K4, K5, K6, K7, S1, S2, S3, S4, S5). TUoS online library resources are a key learning resource, with key links embedded into the programme’s MOLE site.
Personal supervision. Each student is assigned a tutor whose role is to communicate with and support the student through the use of email, Skype and other technologies. Beyond the study schools, the tutor is the primary point of contact between the student and the university; her/his role, therefore, is to offer both pastoral and academic support and guidance. The School of Education is experienced in such ways of working and the tutoring model is based upon the successful track record of the earlier version of the MA Early Childhood Education. The tutor will offer constructive feedback on one draft for each assignment: the purpose of such feedback is to develop self-evaluation and to highlight misconceptions in order to facilitate sustained progression throughout the programme (K1, K2, K3, K4, K5, K6, K7, S1, S2, S3, S4, S5).


	Opportunities to demonstrate achievement of the learning outcomes are provided through the following assessment methods:
K1
K2
K3
K4
K5
K6
K7 (MA only)
S1
S2
S3
S4
S5
(MA only)
Module 1
Critical perspectives in early childhood education
Annotated Powerpoint presentation (3000 equivalent; 50%)
√
√
√
√
√
√
Critical review of a collection of academic articles (3000 words;; 50%)
√
√
√
√
√
√
Module 2
Contemporary issues for early childhood education
Literature review (6000 words; 100%)
√
√
√
√
√
√
√
√
Module 3
Research and inquiry in early childhood education
Written report on a small scale study (6000 words; 100%)
√
√
√
√
√
√
√
√
√
√
Module 4
Leadership and professional knowledge
Portfolio: critical reflections on an aspect of leadership or professional knowledge (6000 words; 100%) 
√
√
√
√
√
√
√
√
Dissertation
Proposal (2000 words, pass/fail)
√
√
√
√
√
√
Dissertation report (13000-17000 words; 100%)
√
√
√
√
√
√
√
√
√
√
√
√



19. Reference points
	The learning outcomes have been developed to reflect the following points of reference:
· Benchmark Statements for Early Childhood Studies (2014). These statements are available only for Honours level qualifications and do not wholly reflect the programme’s specific focus upon early childhood education. However, the statements have been used as a broad frame of reference to ensure that content has relevance and currency.
· Quality Assurance Agency (QAA) Framework for Higher Education Qualifications (Masters level descriptors).
· The University Learning and Teaching Strategy http://www.shef.ac.uk/lets/strategy/lts.
· Quality Assurance Agency (QAA) Framework for Higher Education Qualifications (Masters level descriptors).
· The Sheffield Masters Graduate attributes
· The University’s plan for the future https://www.sheffield.ac.uk/ourplan/.
· Research activities in the SoE.
· Feedback from external examiners.
· Liaison with managers and practitioners in the field of early childhood education.


20. Programme structure and regulations
	Provide an overview of the structure of the programme
The MA Early Childhood Education is a two-year programme of study, although students can request an additional year to complete the writing of their dissertation. The course begins with a 3-day residential study school during which students participate in a programme of induction activities and workshops/lectures/seminars relating to contemporary research and theory in Early Childhood Education. The first study school provides the foundation for distance/independent learning through modules 1-4.  In year one, students attend a second study school and study one blended 30-credit module and two online 30-credit modules followed by a fourth online 30 credit module in year two. A third residential study school takes place following completion of Module 4.  The third study school comprises a programme of workshops, lectures and seminars that focus upon research methods, ethics, data analysis and academic report writing. The third study school is followed by a 60-credit dissertation.
Teaching and learning on each module comprises:
1. 1-to-1 support from a tutor (email and Skype);
2. bespoke online resources, including opportunities for group discussion and collaboration, which are accessed via the programme’s MOLE site;
3. access to the library’s electronic resources;
4. additional online university support, such as that offered by the ELTC’s Writing Advisory Service.
Module 1: Critical perspectives on early childhood education. This module introduces students to some key global issues and debates in contemporary early childhood education. Through engagement with perspectives on theory, research and practice, students develop their critical understanding of pedagogy, curriculum and assessment in early childhood education. Students develop and demonstrate key skills of critical reading and writing.
Module 2: Contemporary issues for early childhood education. This module enables students to build upon their learning from module 1 in order to develop in-depth and critical understanding of contemporary research and debates. Students extend key skills of critical reading and writing.
Module 3: Research and inquiry in early childhood education. This module introduces some established and contemporary research methods and methodologies in early childhood education. Students develop research skills and become familiar with ethical research principles through planning, carrying out and reporting on a small scale study.
Module 4: Leadership and professional knowledge. This module enables students to apply and reflect upon their knowledge and understanding of theory, research and practice within the context of professional practice.
Dissertation.  The Dissertation enables students to engage in a sustained, critical, and ethical research study, producing a 13-17,000- word dissertation. Following the successful completion of a research proposal, students engage critically with literature relating to the topic under investigation, methodology, methods, data analysis and ethics, leading to the development of critical research skills which will enable students to drive evidence-based innovation and pedagogy within their own context.
Two intermediate awards are available for students who do not wish/are unable to complete the Masters’ degree. In order to qualify for a Postgraduate Certificate, students are required to complete successfully two assignments of 6,000 words or equivalent, based on the work of two online modules. In order to qualify for a Postgraduate Diploma, students are required to complete successfully four assignments of 6000 words or equivalent, based on the work of four online modules. In order to qualify for an MA, students are required to complete successfully four assignments of 6000 words plus a 15,000–20,000- word dissertation (including a proposal of 3000 words).

	Detailed information about the structure of programmes, regulations concerning assessment and progression and descriptions of individual modules are published in the University Calendar available on-line at http://www.sheffield.ac.uk/calendar/.


21. Student development over the course of study
	The Sheffield Masters Graduate Attributes are embedded throughout the programme. Specialist knowledge and skills relevant to the broad field of early childhood education are developed and assessed through modules 1-4 and the dissertation. Self-management, influence and leadership are developed through the programme and are understood as essential to the process and outcomes of each module. Students are required to develop and extend their understanding of the wider context and application of early childhood education: this process is enhanced by online and face-to-face opportunities to engage in dialogue and collaboration with the programme’s community of learners, which includes students and tutors from diverse professional and geographical contexts.
Students' knowledge and understanding of early childhood education is developed in relation to the focus of each module and is supported by means of online materials and communications and tutorial support.  Students are supported in the development of skills, knowledge and understanding through reading and online group discussions. The progression built into the programme with regard to the development of critical awareness, ability to synthesise research and write critically is reflected through the online modules and is reinforced through the non-assessed university support resources. The development of key skills runs throughout the programme and students are taught critical reading and writing skills, including literature reviews, and are supported in the development of appropriate academic conventions. Critical selection, evaluation and engagement with academic literature is emphasised from the onset, is developed through the two-year programme, and culminates in the dissertation.
As students’ progress throughout the course, they are expected to think of themselves not only as practitioners, but progressively as potential innovators and change-makers, considering the role they and their research
might have within their relevant context. Reflective practice is built into all assignments, with Module 2 and 3 and the dissertation focusing specifically on how the students’ research might impact on their practice within the diverse field of early childhood education. As such, dissemination (at an appropriate level) of student research is actively and progressively encouraged.


22. Criteria for admission to the programme
	Detailed information regarding admission to programmes is available from the University’s On-Line Prospectus at http://www.shef.ac.uk/courses/.
A person may be admitted as a student who is a recognised graduate, usually with a 2:1 or above, or has gained educational qualifications or demonstrated their capacity to work at Masters level deemed acceptable by the Head of School.
For students whose first language is not English, the School of Education requires an IELTS score of 6.5 with a minimum of 6.0 in each component, or equivalent. Students should have a post in an educational context.


23. Additional information
	This specification represents a concise statement about the main features of the programme and should be considered alongside other sources of information provided by the teaching department(s) and the University. In addition to programme specific information, further information about studying at The University of Sheffield can be accessed via our Student Services web site at http://www.shef.ac.uk/ssid.
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