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	1
	Programme Title
	Landscape Architecture

	2
	Programme Code
	LSCT26

	3
	JACS Code
	K310

	4
	Level of Study
	Undergraduate

	5a
	Final Qualification
	Master of Landscape Architecture (MLA) (120 credits)

	5b
	Position in the QAA Framework for Higher Education Qualifications
	Masters

	6a
	Intermediate Qualification(s)
	BA Landscape Architecture with Planning
BSc Landscape Architecture with Ecology
(BA Architecture and Landscape currently under consideration by Landscape Institute)??
Qualifications considered to be equivalent to the above.

	6b
	Position in the QAA Framework for Higher Education Qualifications
	Honours

	7
	Teaching Institution (if not Sheffield)
	Not applicable

	8
	Faculty
	Social Sciences

	9
	Department
	Landscape Architecture

	10
	Other Department(s) involved in teaching the programme
	None

	11
	Mode(s) of Attendance
	Full-time

	12
	Duration of the Programme
	1 year

	13
	Accrediting Professional or Statutory Body
	Landscape Institute

	14
	Date of production/revision
	March 2021


15. Background to the programme and subject area
	Landscape Architecture embraces all aspects of the science, planning, design, creation and management of landscape, in both urban and rural environments, and at all scales, from the smallest garden to the greatest wilderness. It may be concerned with creating new landscapes, or with sustaining existing ones. The emphasis is on promoting landscapes that are aesthetically pleasing, functionally appropriate and ecologically healthy, while at the same time being able to accommodate the diverse and changing needs of society within an overall context of sustainability. It is, therefore, a rich and diverse subject which is both interdisciplinary and multidisciplinary in nature, and which draws on the traditions of both the arts and sciences. The evolution of the Master of Landscape Architecture from the Diplomas in Landscape Architecture and Landscape Management reflects this diversity of purpose and in particular the broader meaning which is now attached to landscape architecture – not only as a design based subject, but also one which addresses management, planning and science. Similarly, the profession seeks graduates who may have pursued a relatively ‘generalist’ education, as well as those who have specialised to a greater degree in one of these constituent areas.
The University of Sheffield established one of the earliest Landscape programmes in the country in the late
1960s and is now at the forefront of Landscape education in the country, with an international reputation. It has the most diverse range of programmes in Landscape Architecture in the UK and the largest student body, with its undergraduate and postgraduate taught programmes together accommodating some 150 students. It also has a reputation for excellence in both teaching and research.
An appropriate Bachelors qualification, followed by nine months or more in approved professional practice is required, prior to completion of the MLA. The MLA is the particular part of the qualification accredited by the Landscape Institute.  Completion of such an accredited course is required to allow membership of the Landscape Institute as a licentiate member.  After graduation from the programme, successful completion of a further period of mentored practice under the Landscape Institute’s Pathway to Chartership leads to full membership of the Institute and use of the title Chartered Landscape Architect.
The landscape profession is buoyant due to the current emphasis on urban renewal, park and green space regeneration and the wide range of private development taking place, including new housing, business parks and road schemes. There are many opportunities both in the UK, in Europe and further afield. The four year ‘intercalated’ programme leads to many diverse employment opportunities - in private practice, in the public sector and in non-governmental organisations such as Groundwork Trusts. Work ranges from urban design schemes in city centres and working with communities on the design and improvement of urban green space, to preparing environmental impact assessments for different forms of new development and undertaking landscape character assessments for local government districts, to give just a few examples.
Further information is available at the Departmental web site: http://www.shef.ac.uk/landscape


16. Programme aims
	The overall teaching and learning aims of the Department of Landscape Architecture, which also reflect the mission and aims of the University of Sheffield, include:
1. to provide a range of programmes that meets the evolving needs of the landscape profession, nationally and internationally;
2. to deliver programmes in ways that achieve excellent levels of student satisfaction, especially by innovative and enthusiastic teaching and learning strategies, and ‘seamless’ management of class contact and assignments;
3. to ensure that quality assurance procedures are robust and lead to continuous improvement;
4. to enable all staff in the Department to play a full role in the overall student experience.
More specifically the MLA has the following aims:
5. To provide, for those with an appropriate intermediate qualification, a programme which is relevant to professional practice and which meets professional accreditation requirements;
6. To provide a curriculum that:
· By building on the content of the intermediate qualification, develops students’ knowledge, understanding and skills in landscape design, planning and management and, in particular, emphasises: holistic knowledge and solutions; creativity and imagination; and the progressive development of distinctive skills;
· Further emphasises the breadth of Landscape Architecture, by embracing and offering choices in landscape design, landscape planning and landscape management;
· Develops students’ sensitivity to the needs of people and communities, and awareness of the importance of environmental sustainability;
· Helps students to develop skills and abilities in both creative thinking and visual communication and in independent inquiry, analysis and written/verbal communication.
7. To encourage development of the range of knowledge and skills required by a landscape architect, for example by building on the ‘year out’, providing contact with practitioners on the programme, and conducting projects that simulate professional work;
8. To encourage active learning through practical projects involving both independent study and the achievement of collective goals through teamwork;
9. To incorporate a diversity of assessment methods designed to test a wide range of competencies and skills.


17. Programme learning outcomes
	Knowledge and understanding - Students who have successfully completed the MLA will have developed the following areas of knowledge and understanding:
a) in terms of consolidating and deepening the learning outcomes of the intermediate qualification:

	K1
	Advanced knowledge and understanding of the principles, processes, media, and tools necessary for the practice of landscape architecture.

	K2
	Advanced knowledge and understanding of landscape theories and histories, including design approaches and practices, the philosophies that underpin them and their historical development and modern practice.

	K3
	Advanced knowledge and understanding of the nature, characteristics and performance of the inorganic and organic elements and processes employed in the creation of landscapes and of their implications for future maintenance and management.

	K4
	Advanced knowledge and understanding of the principles and practice of landscape planning, landscape ecology and ecological design and their role in landscape practice.

	K5
	Advanced knowledge and understanding of the social aspects of design, the importance of users and techniques for involving them in design processes.

	b) in terms of acquiring new learning outcomes:

	K6
	Advanced knowledge and understanding of particular areas of landscape work that are of special interest to the student, either in art and design, landscape planning of green space management.

	K7
	K7 Advanced knowledge and understanding of the nature of landscape professional practice, including working in practice, landscape and environmental law and contracts and specifications.

	K8
	Advanced knowledge and understanding of the standards of professionalism required in producing and presenting a major design, planning or management proposal to a complex brief, and which meets exacting criteria in both concept and detail.

	K9
	Advanced knowledge and understanding of investigative methods and specialist technical expertise and their relevance to solving landscape challenges.


	Students who have successfully completed the MLA will have developed the following subject specific and transferable skills:
Subject specific skills
Building upon the Intermediate Qualification

	S1
	An advanced ability to create proposals for different kinds of landscapes in an innovative and integrated manner which is responsive to people, place and nature.

	S2
	An advanced ability to manipulate landscape elements through design, planning and management, including exploration and critical evaluation of alternative ideas.

	S3
	An advanced ability to employ a range of visual, verbal and written media, including digital and non-digital communication methods, to both develop and express landscape architectural ideas.

	S4
	An advanced ability to appreciate the different qualities of landscape solutions and to both give and receive design criticism.

	S5
	An ability to carry out in practice a range of relevant techniques including site survey and analysis, social surveys, preparing briefs, assessing the environmental effects of development and assessing the character of landscapes.

	Transferable skills:
Building upon the Intermediate Qualification

	S6
	An advanced ability to use a range of relevant computer software, including computer aided design and image manipulation and graphic presentation packages.

	S7
	An advanced ability to communicate effectively using visual, verbal, and written skills in a variety of media and to employ these skills effectively to present, exchange and review ideas, theories, findings, conclusions and proposals.

	S8
	Advanced abilities in self-management, time and task management and personal reflection.

	S9
	An advanced ability to relate to and work with other people including group/team work skills.

	S10
	An advanced ability to work independently to gather and analyse information and to identify solutions to problems.


18. Teaching, learning and assessment
	Development of the learning outcomes is promoted through the following teaching and learning methods:
This programme uses a wide range of teaching and learning methods to achieve the learning outcomes listed above.
The acquisition of knowledge and understanding relevant to Landscape Architecture (K1 – K5, K7), is achieved by lectures and less formal presentations, designed to convey essential information about key principles, theory and practice. These are supported by a series of practical projects, which are designed to reinforce knowledge and understanding (K6 – K9) and to integrate this with the development of subject specific and transferable skills (S1- S5, S6 - S10). This is achieved through a process of ‘learning by doing’. Projects usually involve site visits to places in and around Sheffield to carry out surveys appropriate to the task. These visits might, for example, include an urban park or a city centre space to be redesigned in Sheffield, or an area of countryside outside the city proposed for development, perhaps as an opencast coal mine or a new area of housing. In addition field trips are built into the programme to allow students to see examples of landscape projects on the ground in a variety of situations. The visits are an invaluable way for students to learn about the realities of landscape architecture, to see the work of both contemporary and historical practitioners, and to gain inspiration from experience of what can be achieved.
The landscape studio is a vital part of the programme. Here students tackle a range of complex practical projects based on real world problems requiring design, planning and management solutions. Support and guidance is provided through individual studio tutorials, conducted over the drawing board, together with small group tutorials, and “crits”, in which students present their work, within the student group, for critical appraisal by tutors and also by their peers. In the special project students integrate the knowledge, understanding and skills acquired throughout the programme and demonstrate their readiness to enter the profession. This project requires students to find their own site, develop their own brief and implement their proposals, from site survey and analysis and user investigations, through concepts and strategies, to master plan and detailed design and maintenance. The project culminates with an exhibition of the students’ work and presentation to both internal and external examiners.
Workshops and practical sessions play an important role in introducing and developing specific skills. They
are particularly important in introducing and developing skills in the use of computer aided design, digital image manipulation and graphics packages which are an essential part of modern Landscape Architecture (S7). They also play an important part in teaching landscape principles and practice (S1 – S5), in exploring research philosophies, methodologies and skills (K9 and S10) and in development of other transferable skills (S6 – S9). Group/team work skills (S9) for example are introduced through a workshop linked to teamwork on a landscape planning project.
Independent study is critical to the successful completion of the programme and contributes to all learning outcomes. It has a central role in all the practical projects, even though some modules may also have a group work component. Students work independently, with the help of studio tutorials, to integrate material from lectures and workshops, to develop their own solutions to specific problems, and to work these up into graphic presentations or reports for submission and assessment. Independent research skills (S10) are introduced through a research methods unit linked to an actual problem from landscape practice, and is supported by ‘virtual’ and face-to-face tutorials.


	Opportunities to demonstrate achievement of the learning outcomes are provided through the following assessment methods:
The emphasis in the programme is on assessment by means of the submission of project work. The overall aims of the Department’s assessment strategy are to:
· Tailor assessment to the achievement of overall programme aims and learning outcomes as well as unit aims and learning outcomes;
· Test the progressive development of knowledge and skills;
· Ensure that feedback on assessment is an integral part of student learning;
· Expose students to a diversity of assessment methods, thereby providing opportunities for development of a broad range of skills and abilities;
· Provide clear assessment criteria for individual units so that students have a good idea of what they must do to achieve high standards.
Projects are a key part of the programme and allow students to demonstrate achievement in relation to their knowledge and understanding of landscape theory, process and practice, including manipulation of landscape elements through design, planning and management (K1 to K4), as well as the skills they have developed, both those specific to landscape architecture (S1 to S5) and those transferable to other areas of work (S6 – S10). Submissions for these projects include illustrations of concepts and solutions, portfolios, files showing development of ideas, observational journals of construction details and plant material, models, computer generated materials, and verbal presentations at crit sessions. Projects are normally accompanied by written reports to develop students’ abilities in communicating their proposals to professional and lay audiences (K8).
Written assignments are used to test knowledge and understanding in areas relating to: landscape professional practice, and research principles and approaches (K7, K9).
Project reports, including both written reports and graphic presentation of analysis and solutions, are used in developing knowledge, understanding and skills relevant to landscape design, planning and management (K5, K6 and S5).
In general the transferable skills that are developed through the programme (S6 – S10) are not directly assessed but are rather an integral part of the work carried out in completing individual units. Completion of both design projects and project reports, for example, requires demonstration of all the transferable skills listed. Some projects also require group work skills and/or independent research.


19. Reference points
	The learning outcomes have been developed to reflect the following points of reference:
External points of reference that have been used in developing the learning outcomes include the following
documents:
The relevant requirements of the UK Quality Assurance Agency (QAA), in particular;
The QAA Framework for Higher Education Qualifications in England, Wales and Northern Ireland (January 2008)
The Draft Subject Benchmark Statement for Landscape Architecture (September 2006)
The Landscape Institute's 2005 guidance notes for those Departments seeking Accreditation of Landscape Architecture programmes.
Internal points of reference that have influenced the learning outcomes are:
The individual research and professional interests of members of academic staff;
Student input to programme development through unit evaluation, end of programme reviews and discussion at year group meetings and staff/student consultative meetings;
The Mission Statement of the University of Sheffield as set out in the current University Strategic Plan http://www.sheffield.ac.uk/strategicplan and referred to in the programme aims;
The Learning, Teaching and Assessment Strategy of the University of Sheffield, and the Department Learning, Teaching and Assessment Strategy.


20. Programme structure and regulations
	The MLA is a modularised programme comprising one year of study. It is a continuation of intermediate BA/BSc programmes in Landscape Architecture. Before beginning the MLA, students will have completed a period of at least nine months of professional experience.
The intermediate Bachelor qualification provides a sound knowledge base reflecting the interdisciplinary nature of Landscape Architecture, including insights into a range of contributing disciplines from science, social science, arts and humanities. Students gain particular knowledge of three key areas of landscape architecture – design, planning and management – which informs later choices about specialisation. During the intercalated period of professional experience, students engage on live projects which provide opportunities to gain greater confidence in transferable skills, contribute to real-world projects, improve skills in specialist design software, and enhance their portfolio.
The MLA programme structure is modular, consisting of a total of 120 credits. Because of the requirements of the Landscape Institute as the professional accrediting body, students must pass all 120 credits to be awarded the MLA, and the modules making up the programme are all compulsory. The MLA is a very coherent programme. There are two 15 credit and two (chosen from a range of, usually ~six, modules on offer) 20 credit modules for which students undertake structured projects. In the second semester, students complete a 50 credit extended Special Project. The programme has a degree of internal progression, since the choice of projects in the first semester lays a foundation for the complex, creative and sophisticated Special Project in the second semester. This Project requires the application of a high level of knowledge and skills, and represents the culmination of the overall ‘integrated’ programme. Although all modules are prescribed, there is flexibility within projects to select either a generalist programme, or to specialise in one of landscape design, planning or management.

	Detailed information about the structure of programmes, regulations concerning assessment and progression and descriptions of individual modules are published in the University Calendar available on-line at www.shef.ac.uk/calendar


21. Student development over the course of study
	During the period of professional experience, students gain varied insights into different types of landscape practice in private, public and voluntary sectors. On commencement of the MLA, this is quickly consolidated by completion of a research brief related to a practice-based issue, and tuition in aspects of professional practice.
Because of the requirements of the Landscape Institute as the professional accrediting body the modules making up the programme are all compulsory although there is flexibility within projects to select either a generalist programme, or to specialise in one of landscape design, planning or management. The programme capitalises on students’ professional experience and progresses rapidly from relatively prescribed project briefs and tuition on professional practice, to more complex and open-ended briefs supported by specialist workshops.
In the first semester there is an emphasis on structured projects entailing individual and group work, which enable students to develop expertise in self-selected areas related to landscape design, planning and management. This will often reflect the nature of their intermediate qualification (e.g. whether it has involved ‘dual’ study in ecology or planning). Towards the end of this semester, students prepare for the second semester project by identifying a site and working towards a brief.
In the second semester, students engage on a complex multi-stage Special Project which again requires a choice about the level of generalism or specialism. By selecting a challenging site and by attending specialist workshops (e.g. on engineering and detailed planting), students produce sophisticated solutions which demonstrate their ability to address landscape problems, from broad concept to constructional detail, in an integrated way, and to present their proposals to a professional standard. Tutorial support is provided throughout this project, and students gain experience in working with tutors, keeping records of meetings, and responding constructively to advice.
The course therefore builds on a sound base of prior knowledge and experience to enable students rapidly to progress towards standards of intellectual rigour and professional competence which equip them for entry into the landscape profession.
An important influence on student development during the MLA is the extent of joint teaching with the 2nd Year of the MA in Landscape Architecture (a conversion degree for non-Landscape graduates), and the opportunity that this provides for working in teams with good honours graduates from a range of disciplines.


22. Criteria for admission to the programme
	Entry to the Master of Landscape Architecture programme is open to those students who have previously completed an Landscape Institute accredited undergraduate course in Landscape Architecture (either at the University of Sheffield or in an equivalent Landscape Architecture programme at another institution). Additionally, students would have usually completed at least nine months of work experience in landscape practice. Those achieving a 2i degree or higher will automatically be eligible to enter the MLA programme (dependent on student numbers). Those achieving a 2.2 degree will be interviewed and a portfolio of work reviewed to assess the development of their design skills.


23. Additional information
	Students may expect to spend around £250 in printing and materials during the year.

	This specification represents a concise statement about the main features of the programme and should be considered alongside other sources of information provided by the teaching department(s) and the University. In addition to programme specific information, further information about studying at The University of Sheffield can be accessed via our Student Services web site at www.shef.ac.uk/ssid.
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