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	1
	Programme Title
	Crossways in Cultural Narratives (MUNDUS)

	2
	Programme Code
	MDLT07

	3
	JACS Code
	R100

	4
	Level of Study
	Postgraduate

	5a
	Final Qualification
	MA

	6a
	Intermediate Qualification(s)
	Postgraduate Diploma (PG Dip)

	7
	Teaching Institution (if not Sheffield)
	The European Universities of Bergamo, New Lisbon, Perpignan, Poznan (Adam Mickiewicz), Santiago de Compostela, St. Andrews and Sheffield, Eberhard Karls Universität Tübingen (Germany) ― and the Universities of Guelph (Canada), Tres de Febrero National University (Argentina), the Federal University of Rio de Janeiro (UFRJ) (Brazil) and Iberoamericana (Mexico)

	8
	Faculty
	Arts & Humanities

	9
	Department
	School of Languages and Cultures

	10
	Other Departments involved in teaching the programme
	English and History

	11
	Mode(s) of Attendance
	Full-time

	12
	Duration of the Programme
	2 years

	13
	Accrediting Professional or Statutory Body 
	Not applicable

	14
	Date of production/revision
	May 2018


	Dual Degrees

The University of Sheffield defines a dual degree as the independent study of two parallel subjects. Dual degrees offer students the flexibility to choose a programme of study that reflects their interests and gives the opportunity to develop detailed knowledge and key skills in two major subjects. Whilst the two subjects may be taught independently, they will complement, inform and illuminate one another. Where there are two programme specifications for dual degrees, one for each half of the programme, and students should refer to both documents for a full description of the whole programme. Where there are clear links between the two subjects, details will be included in Sections 15 and 20 of the programme specifications. However, there are some single programme specifications for dual degree combinations where there is a substantial degree of integration between the two subjects.


15. Background to the programme and subject area

	The proposed programme, Crossways in Cultural Narratives, is a two-year programme of postgraduate study in the domain of cultural and literary studies. Students will study up to three of the following disciplines: English, Spanish, French, German and Portuguese. Italian is also available at St Andrews and Bergamo. They will spend one semester or two semesters in Sheffield depending if they are ‘home students’ (students doing their dissertation at Sheffield University), and the other semesters in the partner institution appropriate for their discipline of study (for example, students of Portuguese would choose to study Portuguese modules in Lisbon; students of French would choose to study French modules in Perpignan). Students can choose to spend either semester 1 OR semester 4 in Sheffield as part of their mobility track or to spend semester 2 AND 3 in Sheffield as ‘home students’ (students recruited by the Sheffield team and who will write their dissertation supervised by Sheffield staff). Students will also submit a dissertation of 20,000 words in June. The modules available constitute an enabling framework from which students can tailor their own specialist pathways, with extensive consultation with their tutor and the Programme Co-ordinator. This careful guidance will provide each student with a coherent programme of study; final module choice will be subject to the approval of the Co-ordinators. This flexibility is an essential part of the Mundus programme, and represents its specificity over other MA programmes in literature. An element of research training will be required, and incorporated through Sheffield modules.

This two-year programme is structured around 120 ECTS (30 per semester), of which 80 credits are for taught courses, up to 5 credits for work placements and either 35 or 40 credits for dissertations. To foster the linguistic and cultural diversity that is both the programme’s field of study and the awareness it seeks to promote, we require students to attend three universities. Students may choose which those universities are to be, but in each case students spend their first semester at one university, spend their next two semesters at a second university (their “home” institution), and their fourth and final semester at a third university – all three universities being in different countries. This pattern reduces student travel costs, since students spend Semesters 2 & 3 in a single institution; it allows for sustained interaction between students and their main dissertation supervisor, and avoids the fragmentation of their academic and social experience. Below is the credit distribution:
Semester 1 Institution A: 30 ECTS (20 taught; 10 language course)
Semester 2 Institution B (‘Home’): 30 ECTS (20 taught; 5 internship + 5 dissertation report) / (20 taught; 10 dissertation report)

Semester 3 Institution B (‘Home’): 30 ECTS (20 taught; 10 dissertation progress) (Where Renan is at in the programme)

Semester 4 Institution C: 30 ECTS (10 taught; 20 final dissertation)
Postgraduate study in the humanities is concerned with increasing the knowledge base of graduate students in the areas of the discipline that interest them, and with fostering in them the research skills needed to carry out a research project. Whilst the MA provides the bridge between undergraduate and advanced postgraduate research at MPhil or PhD level, both it and the Diploma also offer opportunities to develop a wide range of intellectual, practical and transferable skills relevant to both those who do and those who do not wish to proceed to further research. These practical skills include analytical and critical thought, time management, group participation in presentations, and near-native competence in two or more European languages. These skills may be additionally promoted by an optional work-placement element, incorporated at the end of semester 2. The period of study abroad provides further experience of European cultures. The flexible structure of this programme, the wide range of options offered, and the period of study abroad permit students to customise the course to a very significant extent, in consultation with their tutor. Teaching is centred on the research expertise and activities of the staff, so students are able to study at the cutting edge of their discipline and carry out projects informed by the internationally recognised expertise within the departments.


16. Programme aims

	Postgraduate programmes offered by the departments concerned are consistent with the aims specified for undergraduate teaching and with the general policy objectives enshrined in the Mission Statement of the University of Sheffield. The consortium itself also holds meetings twice a year in which academic and administrative Quality Assurance is a standing agenda item. In addition the Mundus programme has the following aims, for all possible choices of module on offer:

Overarching aims

· To provide quality teaching at graduate level, underpinned by the research and scholarship of the departments concerned to the benefit of student-centred learning

· To promote the acquisition of self-expression and language skills alongside awareness and understanding of the appropriate cultural and literary context

· To sustain a culture of research and teaching able to foster the free pursuit of knowledge, the impartial analysis of values, and the acquisition of informed and professional attitudes to the study of culture, media, and language

· To contribute to the intellectual and professional development of students registering for the course

· To contribute to the development of the discipline and ultimately to aid recruitment to the profession in our particular fields

Programme-specific aims

· To prepare students for independent research at advanced postgraduate levels (MA students only)

· To offer students a programme that is qualitatively different from BA-level study by maximising opportunities for self-study and reflective practice

· To focus on transferable research and learning skills such as critical thinking and reading, data retrieval and presentation, oral presentation, and written expression
· To offer students an opportunity to study abroad in order to develop communicative skills and to experience postgraduate study in another European context
· To offer students training for the world of work with the possibility of work placements: the skills they attain for a global world market are key for governments who seek a powerful, employable workforce beyond academia.


17. Programme learning outcomes

	Knowledge and understanding:

	K1
	Sound knowledge and critical understanding of the tools and methodologies of postgraduate study in the humanities in general.

	K2
	In-depth knowledge and critical understanding of the methodologies and their application relative to the particular area chosen for postgraduate study or research.

	K3
	Advanced knowledge of the structures and usage of the target language(s).

	K4
	Advanced knowledge of the structures and usage of the target language(s).


	Skills and other attributes:

	S1
	An near-native level of competence in the skills required for writing and speaking the chosen modern language, and for communicating to a native audience during the period of study abroad.

	S2
	Skill in identifying relevant sources of information appropriate to the chosen field of study, and in acquiring, critically evaluating, applying and appropriately acknowledging such information.

	S3
	Advanced skills in written and oral communication of a variety of materials to a variety of audiences, demonstrating understanding and application of conventions relevant to particular forms of discourse.

	S4
	Skills in exploiting a full range of bibliographic and research tools, both paper-based and online.

	S5
	Transferable skills valuable for employment including time-, project- and resource-management, self-directedness, analytical and critical thinking, problem-solving, team-work, peer observation and giving and receiving feedback.

	S6
	Skills in oral presentation for seminars and graduate and professional conferences, including use of voice, visual aids and skills in answering questions arising from the presentation.

	S7
	Skills in conceiving and drafting a rigorous and focused research proposal for further funding.


18. Teaching, learning and assessment

	Development of the learning outcomes is promoted through the following teaching and learning methods:

All partner institutions employ the following teaching and learning methods.
Small-group seminars involving small to medium sized groups (3-12 students) engaging with a range of different activities including: presentations by tutor and students, class discussion, group and pair work. They are used:

· For target language acquisition, relating to K3 and S1 above

· For developing skills in oral presentations, relating to S6

· For modules dealing with the topics chosen for the principal area of research, relating to K2, K4, S2

· For modules on research methodologies and skills, relating to K1, K2, S2, S3, S4, S5

Tutorial supervision involves one-to-one guidance of individual students incorporating discussion of primary and secondary material, giving feedback on written work, discussion and definition of research projects. They are used:

· To support the work of research methodology modules, to refine K2 in particular and to promote S2, S3, S5, S7

· For Diploma and MA students, to provide guidance and feedback on module essays (K1, K2, K4, S2, S3, S5, S7)

· For MA students only, to provide guidance and feedback on the dissertation (K1, K2, K4, S2, S3, S5, S7)

Independent study is essential to the completion of the programme and involves both individual and group activities in the pursuit of research-related projects; it relates to K4, S2, S4, S5


	Opportunities to demonstrate achievement of the learning outcomes are provided through the following assessment methods:

Regular formative assessment in the forms of:

· Exercises designed to reinforce knowledge and skills in language production and understanding (K3, S1).
· Feedback on drafts of written research-related tasks, such as critical, annotated bibliography, book review, research seminar paper, research proposal and, for MA students only, dissertations (K1, S2, S4, S5).
· Group meeting and reviews (K1, K2, K4, S2, S4, S5, S7)
Summative assessment.
Modules are assessed by means of extended essays (for both MA and Diploma students); for MA students only, these provide initial practice for subsequent dissertation work (K1, K2, K4, S2, S3, S4, S5).


19. Reference points

	The learning outcomes have been developed to reflect the following points of reference:

The research interests of departmental staff

University Strategic Plan - http://www.sheffield.ac.uk/strategicplan; its statements on Good Research Practice and its Research Ethics Policy; its Graduate Student Passport

Learning and Teaching Strategy (2016-21)
https://www.sheffield.ac.uk/staff/learning-teaching/our-approach/strategy2016-21
The Masters level qualification descriptor contained in the QAA Framework for Higher Education Qualifications in England, Wales and Northern Ireland –  http://www.qaa.ac.uk/Publications/InformationAndGuidance/Documents/FHEQ08.pdf
The published policies of the AHRB and its successor relating to established norms of best practice for postgraduate study, graduate students and their supervisors; EU guidance on the establishment of an Erasmus Mundus Consortium; the Mundus bid agreed by all partner institutions.


20. Programme structure and regulations

	The two-year programme is as follows:

Semester 1 Institution A: 30 ECTS (20 taught; 10 language course)
60 Sheffield credits chosen after consultation with the Programme Co-ordinators including a compulsory element of research training.

Semester 2 Institution B (‘Home’): 30 ECTS (20 taught; 5 internship + 5 dissertation report) / (20 taught; 10 dissertation report)

60 Sheffield credits chosen after consultation with the Programme Co-ordinators including an element of research training if needed by the student: 2 x 20 credits content modules and the choice of a supervisor who will lead the 20 credits dissertation report module.
Semester 3 Institution B (‘Home’): 30 ECTS (20 taught; 10 dissertation progress)
60 Sheffield credits chosen after consultation with the Programme Co-ordinators: 2 x 20 credits content modules and a 20 credits dissertation progress module lead by the chosen supervisor.
Semester 4 Institution C: 30 ECTS (10 taught; 20 final dissertation)
60 Sheffield credits chosen after consultation with the Programme Co-ordinators: 1x 20 credits content module and a 40 credits dissertation module lead by the support supervisor.

	Detailed information about the structure of programmes, regulations concerning assessment and progression and descriptions of individual modules are published in the University Calendar available on-line at http://www.sheffield.ac.uk/calendar/regs.


21. Student development over the course of study
	Whatever their chosen mobility-track, all students will follow a similar progression, for the modules available in a particular semester meet the same set of general requirements.
In Semester 1 (Institution A), students are trained in theoretical approaches and research methods, and in the acquisition or development of a second or third language. Semester 2 (Institution B) is devoted to the study of literature and the arts, and in particular to the interactions between different textual and artistic practices. Semester 3 (Institution B) opens out to the wider question of the relations between the arts and other aspects of society (history, culture, politics, language). In other words, students begin in Semester 1 by acquiring the critical tools necessary for their chosen field of study (“subtexts”); they are then required to analyse specific examples of textual or “textural” material (“texts” in the wider sense of the term: literary, audio and/or visual, etc.); and at the third stage of the programme they are encouraged to examine how different artistic regimes function within the wider semiotic polysystem of society and culture (“contexts”). Semester 4 (Institution C) is chiefly devoted to the writing of the final dissertation, the Dissertation representing a major indication of the success of the learning outcomes.; the teaching modules are more specialised and reflect the area of research expertise most characteristic of each institution. These modules are designed to provide a bridge to doctoral study, allowing students to establish contact with the research centres and laboratories best placed to guide them in their future research orientation. In addition to the academic potential of the course, students are equally prepared for the world of work: the skills they attain for a global world market are key for governments who seek a powerful, employable workforce beyond academia.


22. Criteria for admission to the programme

	Detailed information regarding admission to programmes is available from the University’s On-Line Prospectus at http://www.shef.ac.uk/courses/.

Students must possess a good UG degree in the subjects that they wish to study during the programme at class equivalent 2:1 or I. They must also be fluent in the languages of the countries in which they wish to study.


23. Additional information

	Partner institutions’ websites:

Perpignan: http://www.univ-perp.fr
Bergamo: http://www.unibg.it
Lisbon: http://www.unl.pt/webpage/home.htm
St Andrews: http://www.st-andrews.ac.uk
Santiago:  http://www.usc.es/
Poznan: https://amu.edu.pl/en
Tübingen: https://uni-tuebingen.de/
Guelph: https://www.uoguelph.ca/
Buenos Aires: http://www.untref.edu.ar/
Mexico: http://www.ibero.mx/
Rio de Janeiro: https://ufrj.br/ 
Compatibility of semester dates. In the case of any overlap between institution’s semester dates, individual arrangements will be made on a case-by-case basis, and with full consultation of the institutions and students involved. If study in semester 1 is in Sheffield, a slight overlap is not problematic, since all modules available are assessed by a written paper and not by examination, and therefore a clash between the start of a new semester and an exam date does not arise.

	This specification represents a concise statement about the main features of the programme and should be considered alongside other sources of information provided by the teaching department(s) and the University. In addition to programme specific information, further information about studying at The University of Sheffield can be accessed via our Student Services web site at http://www.shef.ac.uk/ssid.
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