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	1. 
	Programme Title
	Archaeology and History

	2.
	Programme Code
	AAPU02

	3.
	JACS Code
	V400

	4.
	Level of Study
	Undergraduate

	5.
	Final Qualification
	BA (Honours)

	6.
	Intermediate Qualification(s)
	None

	7.
	Teaching Institution (if not Sheffield)
	Not applicable

	8.
	Faculty
	Arts and Humanities

	9.
	Home Department
	Archaeology

	10.
	Other Department(s) involved in teaching in the subject
	None

	11.
	Mode(s) of Attendance
	Full-time

	12.
	Duration of the Programme(s)
	4 years (including a year abroad)

	13.
	Accrediting Professional or Statutory Body
	Not applicable

	14.
	Date of production/revision
	April 2019


	Dual Degrees

The University of Sheffield defines a dual degree as the independent study of two parallel subjects. Dual degrees offer students the flexibility to choose a programme of study that reflects their interests and gives the opportunity to develop detailed knowledge and key skills in two major subjects. Whilst the two subjects may be taught independently, they will complement, inform and illuminate one another. There are also opportunities for students to have a flexible approach to their subject choices, allowing students to choose more of one subject, within academic guidelines and practice, than another. Where there are two programme specifications for dual degrees, one for each half of the programme, and students should refer to both documents for a full description of the whole programme. Where there are clear links between the two subjects, details will be included in Sections 15 and 20 of the programme specifications. However, there are some single programme specifications for dual degree combinations where there is a substantial degree of integration between the two subjects. Multi-disciplinary study gives students the opportunity to re-contextualise knowledge in their various subject areas.


15. Background to the programme and subject area

	Archaeology is the study of the past through material culture – the objects, monuments, landscapes, texts etc. that human beings have created in the course of the last five million years. The study of Archaeology provides students with a unique insight into humanity’s place in history and in nature, with an appreciation of human creativity, and with an awareness of the diversity and difference of human populations in the past. In this way Archaeology degrees contribute to the formation of the knowledgeable and tolerant citizen of the 21st century. In addition, Archaeology constitutes one of the principal bases on which the burgeoning ‘heritage industry’ is constructed, and so contributes to the economic well-being not only of its graduates but also of the country as a whole.
The Department of Archaeology at the University of Sheffield is an acknowledged centre of excellence for teaching and archaeological research. The Department was graded 5A in the last Research Assessment Exercise and as Excellent in the last Quality Assurance Agency subject review. The large number of full-time academic staff, and their involvement in research projects from Greenland to Madagascar, and from the Palaeolithic to early modern times, provides us with the ability to cover the discipline’s full chronological and geographical range in an imaginative programme of teaching and research.

Archaeology as part of a parallel dual degree provides students with the opportunity to draw on the resources of two centres of excellence in complementary disciplines to enhance their knowledge and understanding of the human experience across time and space. It provides students with the opportunity to gain both a broad understanding of the early history of the world and a deeper insight into significant issues of our historical past (including our cultural evolution, the transition to farming, the rise and demise of empires, the implications of writing and printing, and the birth of modernity) and their relevance to questions of origin, identity and belief in our present.
In addition to enhanced knowledge and understanding of the past, the programme provides students with the opportunity to acquire transferable skills valued by employers within and beyond the ‘heritage industry’. These range from the skills required for the manipulation of archaeological data sets to the interpretative skills necessary to write history from them. The Department values field work as a forum for the acquisition of archaeological and other transferable skills, and as an opportunity for students to experience the thrill of discovery and to appreciate that they are making history.  Many Archaeology graduates remain within the discipline (broadly defined) – some continue their studies at postgraduate level, and many now hold senior positions in academia and the heritage industry; others have followed careers in (amongst others) the media, teaching, administration, retail and law.


16. Programme aims

	Degree programmes offered by the Department of Archaeology have the following general aims consonant with the Mission Statement of the University of Sheffield and the QAA Subject Benchmark Statement for Archaeology:

1. to provide teaching that is informed and stimulated by the research and scholarship of its staff;

2. to provide teaching that is focused upon a series of related and particular historical conditions;

3. to encourage and support students in the development of intellectual curiosity, critical thinking, problem solving and independent judgement;

4. to provide a coherent programme of study that is responsive to the interests, needs and aspirations of individual students;

5. to foster, in students from a wide range of educational backgrounds, an enthusiastic and self-motivated approach to learning;

6. to develop abilities in a broad range of vocational and transferable skills;

7. to provide an understanding of the place of Archaeology within the broader tradition of the humanities.


17. Programme learning outcomes

	Knowledge and understanding – upon successful completion of the programme students will have:

	K1
	acquired a broad understanding and wide-ranging knowledge of Archaeology, archaeological practice and the human past.

	K2
	acquired a deeper understanding, and more detailed knowledge, of selected areas and themes within this broad framework.

	K3
	developed an understanding of the main intellectual traditions which inform the study of the human past and the ability to evaluate their applicability to archaeological analysis.

	K4
	developed an informed opinion as to the validity of different kinds of archaeological narrative in relation to theoretical assumptions, quality of data, and contemporary concerns regarding the relevance of the historical past.

	K5
	developed an appreciation of the value of Archaeology in inculcating a sense of the past and a respect for diversity and difference.


	Skills and other attributes – upon successful completion of the programme students will have:

	S1
	developed a range of skills in acquiring, using and critically evaluating information from a variety of sources, including material, textual and contextual evidence.

	S2
	acquired the ability to interpret different kinds of archaeological data as a means of establishing an understanding of historical processes operating on different geographical and temporal scales.

	S3
	acquired the literacy, numerical and presentational skills (including IT) required in Archaeology and related disciplines.

	S4
	acquired the skills to design, research and present a sustained piece of independent investigation.

	S5
	acquired a range of practical skills in the recovery of primary archaeological data.

	S6
	developed skills in effective time-management, including the ability (subject to Health and Safety considerations) to work alone and in groups.


18. Teaching, learning and assessment

	Development of the learning outcomes is promoted through the following teaching and learning methods:

The Department’s teaching, learning and assessment strategy is founded on the principles of coherence of provision, flexibility of choice and progression in the delivery, acquisition and testing of knowledge. It is designed to ensure a move from extensive to increasingly intensive modes from Levels 1 to 3. The more intensive levels of teaching are associated with, and to some extent flow from, increased staff involvement. The following teaching and learning methods are outlined with reference to where they promote particular learning outcomes.

Lectures

Lectures are used to impart essential knowledge at all Levels of the curriculum where the knowledge promoted progresses from general syntheses of current understanding and methods of analysis towards a more research and problem orientated delivery at Level 3. At Level 1, students are therefore presented with information on the broad diversity of human creativity and responses to particular historical conditions from deep prehistory to early modern times (K1). They are also introduced to the methods through which we construct our knowledge of the past (K3), (S1-2). At Level 2, lectures are delivered in a series of team-taught modules, designed to provide students with a comparative understanding of central themes in European prehistory and early history (K1-2). The lectures also explore the conceptual and practical difficulties that have to be confronted in the production of knowledge about the past (K2-4), (S1-2). At Level 3, lectures provide intensive, research-led teaching in the form of special subjects identified by the research priorities of the staff. The highly focussed nature of the teaching provides students with detailed information on key aspects of archaeological history, practice and theory with, in many cases, a particular emphasis on the implications for questions of identity, belief and origins in the present (K2-5), (S1-2).

Field Classes
Students on this programme can take advantage of the Level 1 module in ‘Archaeology in the Field’ to become acquainted with the basic principles of excavation and survey (S5, K1). These skills can be further developed through participation in the Level 2 departmental field course and through independent study (also S6). Together (and where appropriate) they can provide students with the skills and confidence necessary to carry out independent research linked to the dissertation (S4, K2).

Seminars

Seminars are used to reinforce information imparted through lectures and (where appropriate) fieldwork. They are used throughout the programme to encourage the oral expression and exchange of opinions and to cultivate the ability to respond constructively to the presentation of alternative views. They also provide a forum for students to work co-operatively in the evaluation of the research issues raised by the teaching at, especially, Level 3. Seminar teaching thus contributes to students’ attainment of archaeological knowledge and understanding (K1-5) and to the acquisition of key skills (S1-4, S6).

Tutorials

A tutorial programme of individual meetings with members of staff is established for each of the three years of study. These tutorials provide guidance in personal and academic development through personal tutors, and specific guidance by module tutors in the production of mid-term (formative) and end-of-term (summative) assignments linked to particular areas of study at Levels 2 and 3. At Level 2, the tutorials support the students in their ability to apply general concepts and methodologies to data accumulated from primary and secondary sources, and upon this basis to make reasoned arguments (K3-5, S1-2). At Level 3, the tutorials support the acquisition of in-depth knowledge on specific areas of archaeological research and direct the students towards the independent study required for the production of the dissertation (K2, S4).

Independent Study

This is essential to the successful completion of the programme. New students are introduced to study skills through information in the Student Handbook, through practical experience in Level 1 modules, through tasks embedded in the personal tutorial system at all Levels, and through the dedicated Level 2 module in ‘Archaeological Research Skills’ (S1, S3). The amount of independent study expected for each module is clearly set out in the Student Handbook, although it is recognised that this will vary from student to student. Independent study is generally geared towards the assimilation and further clarification of material gleaned from lectures, and preparation for seminars and written assignments. Students can use their approved independent fieldwork and courses in field analysis to enhance their ability to work under minimal supervision, both alone (subject to Health and Safety considerations) and in groups, and to write up the results of their analyses (K1-5, S1-7).


	Opportunities to demonstrate achievement of the learning outcomes are provided through the following assessment methods:

Formative assessment is integral to our assessment strategy at all Levels. It is used to monitor students’ progress and to provide them with the feedback they need in order to evaluate their own progress and to reflect upon the archaeological knowledge and understanding they have acquired (K1-5). Feedback on the assignments generally takes place in a tutorial setting, providing students with an opportunity to refine oral skills and to respond to constructive criticism (S3). The Department uses specially designed ‘mark sheets’ to aid the clarity of feedback and to enhance the transparency of the assessment system.

The mode of formative assessment varies, but is always designed to facilitate achievement of learning outcomes. Assignments for lecture-based modules usually take the form of short essays (3 of 1000 words for level 1 modules; 1 of 1000 words for each level 2 module; and 1 of 1000 or 1500 words respectively for each level 3 10- or 20-credit module), focussed on one of the key thematic issues addressed throughout the unit. They provide an opportunity for students to demonstrate achievement of programme learning outcomes K1-5 and S1-3, S6. ‘Lab-books’ are the preferred mode of formative assignment for practical modules; they provide students with an opportunity to demonstrate achievement of learning outcomes K1-2, S1-3 and S5-6. Other types of assignment are used (for example, designing and creating web-pages (S3)), but in each case the Departmental Teaching Committee must be satisfied that they are appropriate to the learning outcomes of the module.

Assessed coursework contributes towards the final mark in all modules, and therefore has a summative as well as a formative function.

Summative assessment is used to gauge depth of knowledge and understanding and to monitor students’ progress. Our teaching term has been structured to allow us to give students, on completion of each module, feedback on their summative assignments. This provides them with the means effectively to evaluate their progress, to make informed choices about the structure and direction of their programme, and to reflect upon the archaeological knowledge and understanding they have acquired. Although other types of assignment are used (see formative assessment, above), for most modules summative assignments take the form either of extended essays (2000 words at level 2; 2000 and 3000 words respectively for level 3 10- and 20-credit modules) or completed lab-books (K1-5, S1-3, S5-6).

The undergraduate dissertation provides students with the opportunity to demonstrate their knowledge and understanding of a particular aspect of archaeology, archaeological practice or the human past (K2). It also allows students to enhance and utilise their presentational skills (S3), to demonstrate their ability to design, research and present a sustained piece of independent investigation (S4), and to build on the range of other key skills they have acquired in the course of their degree programme (S1-2, S5-6).

Unseen examinations (usually 1½ hours, answering 2 questions) are used to assess the breadth of students’ knowledge and understanding. The use of multiple choice examinations is deemed appropriate to the general overviews offered at Level 1, while at Level 2 essay-based exams provide students with the opportunity to demonstrate their ability to write coherent, informed answers under pressure of time (K1, S1).

Within Archaeology, the balance between the different modes of assessment changes as the modules taken become more specialised and research-led, and as students acquire more generic and subject-specific skills. At Level 1, the balance is 50% on short essays written throughout the term, and 50% on the end-of-term exam. At Level 2, there is a shift towards assessing depth of knowledge and understanding with essays (1 formative and 1 summative) constituting 60%, and examinations (designed to assess ‘breadth’) 40% of the marks. The more specialised modules, normally flowing directly from the research interests of staff, offered at Level 3 are assessed by formative and summative assignments. These, along with the dissertation, provide students with an opportunity to demonstrate the achievement of the programme learning outcomes.


19. Reference points

	The learning outcomes have been developed to reflect the following points of reference:
Subject Benchmark Statements

http://www.qaa.ac.uk/AssuringStandardsAndQuality/subject-guidance/Pages/Subject-benchmark-statements.aspx
Framework for Higher Education Qualifications (2008)

http://www.qaa.ac.uk/Publications/InformationAndGuidance/Pages/The-framework-for-higher-education-qualifications-in-England-Wales-and-Northern-Ireland.aspx
University Strategic Plan

http://www.sheffield.ac.uk/strategicplan
Learning and Teaching Strategy (2011-16)

http://www.shef.ac.uk/lets/staff/lts
The teaching ethos of the Department of Archaeology as articulated through its Teaching Committee and the annual Away Day held to reflect upon Departmental practice in teaching and research.
The research interests of Departmental staff and the Department’s research strategy.
‘Final Report of the Joint ADC and LTC Working Group to consider the University’s Provision of Dual Degrees’ - 19th May 2003.


20. Programme structure and regulations

	Within Archaeology, at Level 1 students take 40 core credits which provide them with an overview of our understanding of the human past and of the archaeological techniques through which we have come to that understanding. Students will be expected to demonstrate an intellectual and practical ability to understand the nature and formation of archaeological evidence and its relevance to the study of prehistory and early history.

Within Archaeology, at Level 2 students take a compulsory 20-credit unit in Archaeological Theory and, depending on the programme, another in Archaeological Research Skills. They choose 20 credits from a range of Humanities units. Students are required to demonstrate an understanding of a broad corpus of archaeological evidence relevant to the analysis of specific issues relating to the European prehistoric and early historic past.
Level 3 students complete a 40-credit dissertation in Archaeology and the dual subject, and 20 credits (or 40 credits if Archaeological Research Skills is not taken at Level 2) from a range of Archaeology special options. Students will have developed the ability to manage their own learning and review scholarly sources of primary information, and will thus have achieved the ability to undertake original analysis directed at specific research themes.

For language duals - Before proceeding to the final year a student will spend one session in a country or environment where the language(s) pertaining to their degree are spoken, in attendance as a full time student at a university or other approved institution, or gaining appropriate academic or professional experience, the arrangements being subject to the approval of the Head of Department.
Students on this programme are not required to take part in Departmental Professional development and field courses, but are very welcome to do so. They can use participation in one of these courses to fulfil the requirement that they complete at least two weeks practical work in Archaeology.

	Detailed information about the structure of programmes, regulations concerning assessment and progression and descriptions of individual modules are published in the University Calendar available on-line at http://www.sheffield.ac.uk/calendar/regs.


21. Student development over the course of study
	At Level 1 students should achieve a broad understanding of the conditions of survival and recovery of archaeological data, the ways recovery procedures prioritise data relevant to research issues, and the ways these research issues relate to the broad and worldwide history of human evolution and the development of complex societies. We expect

· the accumulation of basic archaeological knowledge about world prehistory and early history

· the development of an understanding of the variety and complexity of the data through which archaeological knowledge of the past is generated

· the acquisition of basic tools for acquiring information about the past

· the acquisition of skills in writing essays/exams to prescribed deadlines/time-limits

· the acquisition of the basic principles of archaeological techniques

At Level 2 students will develop a more specific understanding of the processes at work in the prehistoric and early historic European past. In particular, students should be beginning to come to terms with the problems and potentials in working with different data sets and across (at least) two disciplines, and should be becoming aware of the relevance of archaeology to many of the issues that confront us in the world today.  We expect

· the acquisition of a deeper understanding of the central issues in European (including British) prehistory and early history
· the development of an understanding of the, at times, conflicting theoretical concepts and methodologies that lie at the heart of the archaeological endeavour

· the acquisition of skills in locating primary and secondary material, and of the basic numerical skills routinely used in archaeological research

· the refinement of essay writing skills and of the ability to integrate a range of empirical and conceptual material to produce a reasoned argument

Some students may also take the opportunity to
· develop the ability to excavate/survey and record archaeological and landscape features under supervision
At Level 3 students will gain a systematic and detailed understanding of current research developments with reference to particular thematic or historical research issues. The requirement is now to deploy accurately established techniques to investigate particular time periods, geographical regions and major historical themes in greater detail and to understand the relevance of current research programmes to these investigations. The ability to execute a piece of original research requiring personal initiative, planning and the ability to evaluate original data and communicate the results of the analysis, is assessed through the production of a dissertation. We expect

· the acquisition of in-depth knowledge of specific areas of archaeological research and an ability to relate this to wider conceptual and methodological concerns

· an increased understanding and ability to critique the methods and theories through which the past is written

· a demonstration of the ability to acquire the detailed information required to write critical reports and dissertations

· an ability to compose and write, to a high standard, complex and lengthy reports on specific archaeological problems

Some students may also take the opportunity to

· develop the ability to carry out archaeological field work under minimal supervision
Students are required to monitor their own progress over the three years of the programme by the preparation of a Personal Development Portfolio.


22. Criteria for admission to the programme

	Admission to an Archaeology Dual Honours programme normally requires three good A-levels or equivalent.
Detailed information regarding admission to the programme is available in the University’s On-Line Prospectus at http://www.shef.ac.uk/prospective/'


23. Additional information

	While the Department covers most of the cost of the Level 2 field training, students have to make a financial contribution which varies depending on the location and duration of the project.

For further information, please refer to the Departmental web pages at www.shef.ac.uk/archaeology

	This specification represents a concise statement about the main features of the programme and should be considered alongside other sources of information provided by the teaching department(s) and the University. In addition to programme specific information, further information about studying at The University of Sheffield can be accessed via our Student Services web site at www.shef.ac.uk/ssid.

While the Department covers most of the cost of the Level 2 field training, students have to make a financial contribution which varies depending on the location and duration of the project. 
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