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Participant Information Sheet 
Research Project Title: 
Do video materials help parents to support infant and toddler development? 
You are being invited to take part in the final stage of this research project. Before you decide whether or not to participate, it is important for you to understand why the research is being done and what it will involve. Please take time to read the following information carefully and discuss it with others if you wish. Ask us if there is anything that is not clear or if you would like more information. 
What is the project’s purpose? 
This project aims to find out whether smartphone-based services for parents can help them support their child’s health and development. We would like to understand whether parents find services like this useful and whether they help them to support their child.
Why have I been chosen? 
You have been contacted because you have a child who is eligible to take part in either the infancy or the toddler wave of the service. 
Do I have to take part? 
It is up to you to decide whether or not to take part in this final phase of the study. If you do decide to take part you will be sent a copy of this information sheet to keep and be asked to sign a consent form. You can still withdraw at any time without any negative consequences. You do not have to give a reason. You can also request for your data to be deleted at any point until data collection completes in January 2026 when the study will complete. If you wish to withdraw from the research, please contact   _________, Study Coordinator, on  ________@sheffield.ac.uk. 
Please note that by choosing to participate in this research, this will not create a legally binding agreement, nor is it intended to create an employment relationship between you and the University of Sheffield. 
What do I have to do if I take part? 
For the final phase of this study, we will text you a survey and give you the option of sharing a home video again. With your permission, a research assistant will visit you at home to do some simple activities with your child in order to understand their development. The activities will be video-recorded to allow researchers to code the videos at a later date. Home visits will last around an hour. 



What are the possible disadvantages and risks of taking part? 
Some parents may feel concerned about their child’s development or their own wellbeing after taking part. In such instances, we recommend contacting your GP. 
What are the possible benefits of taking part? 
It is hoped that this work will contribute to our knowledge of children’s development and services for caregivers and be a positive experience for you and your child. We appreciate that taking part in studies is time consuming. As a thank you for your time, we will give you a gift voucher for home visit completion in the summer of 2025 of £10.  
What will happen to my data?

Your data will be identified by participant number (not your name). It will be accessed by members of the research team including their assistants and student assistants. To allow scientific review, fully anonymous data will be made available publicly to other scientists (how many children took part, anonymous information about the developmental milestones of the group etc) but you will not be identifiable from this data. If you provide free text quotes when responding to surveys or when talking about the videos, we will not provide your name with the quote and it will not identify you. 
If you agree to the home visit, your video data will be stored under your participant number but it cannot be fully anonymised as your child would be visible in the video. We will not share this data beyond the research team unless you give us your consent to do so. You have the option to share this data at one of two levels: 
1) Shared only with the research team 
2) Shared only with the research team and professionals who sign a data sharing agreement to treat the data as confidential and only use it for non-commercial research purposes 

Please see our safeguarding policy for conditions under which confidentiality is waved for child or adult protection: Study Safeguarding Policy.pdf
We expect the results of the study to be published in 2026 or soon after and will make a copy of the report publicly available. You will not be identified in the report. 
What is the legal basis for processing my personal data? 
According to data protection legislation, we are required to inform you that the legal basis we are applying in order to process your personal data is that ‘processing is necessary for the performance of a task carried out in the public interest’ (Article 6(1)(e)). Further information can be found in the University’s Privacy Notice: 
https://www.sheffield.ac.uk/govern/data-protection/privacy/general. 
As we will be collecting data that is defined in the legislation as more sensitive (about your child’s development), we also need to let you know that we are applying the following condition in law: that the use of your data is necessary ‘for archiving purposes in the public interest, scientific research purposes or statistical purposes’ (9(2)(j)). 
What will happen to the data collected, and the results of the research project? 
Unless you give consent for your video data to be shared more widely, all data will be kept on a secure University of Sheffield repository that only researchers associated with the project will be able to access for at least 10 years.
If you give consent for your data to be shared both with the research team and with professionals who agree to treat the data as confidential then this data will be made accessible via a repository (such as a Google Drive) or archive that only professionals having signed a data sharing agreement can access. 
Who is organising the research? 
The University of Sheffield is organising this research. 
Who is the Data Controller? 
The University of Sheffield will act as the Data Controller for this study. This means that the University is responsible for looking after your information and using it properly. 
Who has ethically reviewed the project? 
This project has been ethically approved by the Department of ________ via the University of Sheffield’s Ethics Review Procedure. 
What if something goes wrong and I wish to complain about the research or report a concern or incident? 
If you wish to make a report of a concern or incident relating to potential exploitation, abuse or harm resulting from your involvement in this project, please contact the project’s Designated Safeguarding Contact, Prof ___________ on 
__________@sheffield.ac.uk. 
If the concern or incident relates to the Designated Safeguarding Contact, or if you feel a report you have made to this Contact has not been handled in a satisfactory way, please contact the Head of the Department of __________ Dr _________ at _______@sheffield.ac.uk and/or the University’s Research Ethics & Integrity Manager ______________ at ________@sheffield.ac.uk. 
Contact for further information 
If you require any further information please ask your data collector or contact the team at 
__________@sheffield.ac.uk and we will get back to you as soon as possible. 
Thank you for your interest in this project!
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